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         February 3, 2021 

His Excellency Daniel J. McKee 
Governor 
State of Rhode Island 
Rhode Island State House 
Providence, RI   02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of the Rhode Island arts community we would like to congratulate you on your Inauguration 
as Rhode Island’s 76th Governor. 

It has been our distinct pleasure to work with you and your office over the past six years. We have 
valued your support of the arts in Rhode Island, and your championing of small arts-related businesses 
throughout our state. You have recognized the valuable role the arts play in Rhode Island’s economy, in 
the education of all students – no matter where they live or their economic conditions – and in the 
quality of life we enjoy here in the Ocean State. 

We look forward to a McKee Administration where  

• the arts are part of a commitment to small business, where access to business support and 
capital are available to arts-related businesses, and where our non-profit arts community is 
supported – financially and through programs and services – so they can contribute to a vibrant 
economy; where 

• the arts are an integral part of the education of all Rhode Islanders, and where students are 
encouraged to explore arts-related fields as a viable career path; and where 

• cities and towns can take the lead in encouraging their local artists and arts organizations to 
contribute to a culturally vibrant community. 

You helped make this happen during your term as Mayor of Cumberland, and we look forward to your 
continuing to do so as Governor of Rhode Island. 

We’ve assembled a number of letters from Rhode Island arts organizations and arts-related businesses, 
congratulating you on your Inauguration and pledging their support to your Administration.  On behalf 
of all of us at the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA), we also pledge our support, and look 
forward to the next several years under your leadership. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Libby Slader   Randall Rosenbaum 
Chair    Executive Director 
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February   11,   2021  

The   Honorable   Daniel   McKee  
Governor   of   Rhode   Island   
Rhode   Island   State   House   
82   Smith   Street   
Providence,   RI   02903   

Dear   Governor   McKee:  

The   Academy   Players   of   RI   would   like   to   congratulate   you   on   your   new   appointment   as   Governor   of   
the   state   of   Rhode   Island!   

The   Academy   Players   of   RI   was   organized   in   1955   by   a   group   of   enthusiasts   in   East   Greenwich.    The   
intent   of   the   Academy   Players   is   to   provide   the   community   with   theatre   on   a   high   level   to   create   civic   
pride   in   our   organization,   while   offering   a   satisfying   medium   for   those   who   participate.    We   are   staffed  
by   a   dedicated   team   of   volunteers.    Our   actors,   musicians   and   crew   are   from   all   over   Rhode   Island,   
Massachusetts   and   Connecticut.   

Academy   Players   is   a   501.c3   non-profit   corporation.    Our   income   to   produce   yearly   productions,   
special   events   and   programs   to   benefit   the   community   is   generated   solely   from   business   sponsorships,  
donations   from   benefactors,   ticket   sales   and   grants   -   such   as   the   generous   grants   awarded   to   us   from   
the   Rhode   Island   State   Council   on   the   Arts.   

As   you   know,   due   to   COVID-19,   we   have   suffered   a   tremendous   loss,   financially,   physically   and   
mentally.    We   look   forward   to   working   with   your   administration   and   hope   that   2021   is   a   better   year   for   
all   performing   arts.    We   believe   the   Rhode   Island   government   will   do   everything   they   can   to   continue   
to   support   the   Arts   as   well.    We   look   forward   to   your   new   administration   and   hope   to   see   you   in   our   
house   enjoy   a   show!   

Sincerely,  

Rita   A.   Maron,      Raechel   M.   Robidoux,  
Artistic   Director      President   

Winner   of   fourteen   Broadway   World   Regional   2020   Awards   including   Theatre   Company   of   the   Decade  
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A L L I A N C E  O F  
A R T I S T S  C O M M U N I T I E S
PO	Box	23212	
Providence,	Rhode	Island	02903	USA	

tel	+1.401.351.4320			
www.artistcommunities.org	
info@artistcommunities.org	

Board	of	Trustees	

Mario	Garcia	Durham,	Chair	
Independent	Consultant	

Sanjit	Sethi,	Co-Vice	Chair	
Minneapolis	College	of	Art	
and	Design	

Elizabeth	Chodos,		
Co-Vice	Chair	
Miller	ICA	at	Carnegie	Mellon	
University	

Tamara	Ross,	Treasurer	
Independent	Consultant	

Brad	Kik,	Secretary	
Crosshatch	Center	for	Art	&	
Ecology	

Rob	Bailis	
Eli	&	Edythe	Broad	Stage	

Ryan	Dennis	
Mississippi	Museum	of	Art	

Melissa	Franklin	
The	Pew	Center	for		
Arts	&	Heritage	

Mark	Golden	
Golden	Artist	Colors	

Tony	Grant	
Sustainable	Arts	Foundation	

Gia	Hamilton	
New	Orleans	African	
American	Museum	

Melissa	Levin	
Independent	Consultant	

Craig	Peterson	
Abrons	Arts	Center	|	Henry	
Street	Settlement	

Shey	Rivera	
MIT	CoLab	

Geoffrey	Jackson	Scott	
Peoplmovr	

Huong	Vu	
Bill	and	Melinda	Gates	
Foundation	

Amy	Wheeler	
Playwright	

Kibra	A	Yohannes	
The	Andrew	W.	Mellon	
Foundation	

Lisa	Hoffman	
Executive	Director	

February	3,	2021	

Dear	Governor	McKee,	

I	hope	this	note	finds	you	and	your	family	well.	As	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Providence-
based	Alliance	of	Artists	Communities,	I	heartily	congratulate	you	on	becoming	the	76th	
Governor	of	Rhode	Island.	I	look	forward	to	working	with	your	administration.	

The	Alliance	of	Artists	Communities	(AAC)	is	the	international	association	for	artist	residencies	
and	arts	organizations.	We	serve	a	field	of	+1,500	programs	worldwide	that	provide	time	and	
space	to	artists	to	advance	their	creative	practice.	We	work	directly	with	arts	organizations	to	
support	the	development	of	fair	and	equitable	practices;	provide	trainings	and	networking	
opportunities;	and	advocate	for	creative	environments	of	all	kinds.	Since	2004,	the	AAC	has	
provided	more	than	$4.5	million	in	direct	grant	funding	to	artists	and	residency	centers.		

As	an	international	organization,	we	are	proud	to	be	headquartered	in	Rhode	Island.	This	state	is	
a	testament	to	the	incredible	power	of	artists,	and	their	role	in	healthy,	vibrant	communities.	
Through	our	membership	programs,	we	are	honored	to	work	with	AS220	(Providence,	RI),	The	
Steel	Yard	(Providence,	RI),	Norman	Bird	Sanctuary	(Middletown,	RI),	Dirt	Palace	(Providence,	
RI),	Rhode	Island	Writers	Colony	(Bristol,	RI),	RISD	Museum	(Providence,	RI),	among	others.	
These	artist	residencies	provide	jobs	to	hundreds	of	creative	workers	and	support	RI’s	robust	
network	of	artists	with	studio	space,	professional	development,	and	funding.		

We	value	the	support	we	get	from	the	state	through	RISCA.	We	were	honored	to	manage	their	
Rhode	Island	Artist	Relief	Fund	last	year,	a	critical	funding	program	for	Rhode	Island	artists	who	
have	lost	income	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	As	we	consider	exciting	potentials	and	
important	work	in	the	year	ahead,	we	are	excited	to	partner	with	your	team	in	support	of	the	
arts!	

Sincerely,	

Lisa	Funderburke	Hoffman	
Executive	Director	
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PO Box 678, Barrington, RI 02806 - artsalivebarrington.org

Arts Alive! 
PO Box 678 
Barrington, RI 02806 

January 29, 2021 

Governor Dan McKee 
c/o RISCA 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of Arts Alive! we would like to congratulate you on your new role as Governor of Rhode 
Island. We realize this is a challenging time for our state and our nation, but we value strong leaders like 
yourself to help navigate the state of Rhode Island through the current struggles. We are thrilled for you 
and wish you the best of luck. 

Arts Alive! is a 501(c)3 charitable organization committed to providing opportunities for youth to 
experience high quality performing arts programs that promote positive development. Arts Alive! enriches 
the community through partnerships with schools, parent teacher organizations, families, businesses, and 
community organizations. To follow through on our mission, we are guided by values that provide a safe 
and supportive environment for all students to learn and grow. We are committed to offering the many 
cognitive and emotional benefits that the performing arts provide to as many children as possible, 
regardless of ability and/or enablement. We value and encourage creative expression which fosters 
cognitive development by encouraging children to try new ways of thinking and problem solving. We 
promote self-discovery by creating a positive learning environment in which youth can feel free to be 
themselves and celebrate their individuality without judgment. We strive to encourage youth to gain 
confidence and self-respect. We understand that each child is unique and acknowledge and respond to the 
needs and challenges of every individual. Arts Alive! Students participate in an environment that 
encourages them to respect and appreciate differences. We provide opportunities for youth to learn to 
collaborate and problem solve together, and to support one another as they work toward common goals. 
We employ trained, professional teaching artists who perform to a high professional standard. Likewise 
we hold our students to high standards of behavior, responsibility and performance. 

We are grateful for the support our organization has received through the State and through RISCA. Now 
more than ever, we are reminded of the importance of the arts for the well being of our children and 
communities and we look forward to working with your Administration in order to continue to provide 
opportunities for youth to experience high-quality performing arts in Rhode Island. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Jones 
Executive Director 
Arts Alive! 
401-237-0638
ejones@artsalivebarrington.org
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43 Humboldt Avenue Pawtucket, RI 02860  Telephone (401) 723-4750

February 11, 2021

Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 
Banda Nova Alianca (BNA) would like to welcome you on becoming 

the next Governor of Rhode Island.  Although the news may have come at a 
slight surprise to you, we are sure that you are well equipped to handle the 
next several months with ease. 

BNA is a non-profit organization that teaches the youth and those 
young at heart how to play a musical instrument entirely free of charge. In 
1993 we had a vision of creating a friendly and safe location for children to 
learn how to play music. This vision was realized and then put in place to get
children out of the streets and away from drugs, alcohol, and gangs. Because 
BNA became quite popular in the community, it grew to include not only 
children, but all individuals who craved learning the art and had no monetary 
means of making their dream happen. BNA supplies all musical materials, 
uniforms, and lessons entirely free of charge. We also loan an instrument to 
those who cannot afford one of their own, completely free. To get more 
acquainted with our organization, feel free to visit our website at 
www.bandanovaalianca.org.

For almost 30 years BNA has performed at different events located all 
over Rhode Island contributing to the State’s economy. We look forward to 
start doing this again real soon under your administration especially since new 
information about this virus pops up frequently which contradicts past news.
If one is willing to do a little math, we easily figure out that the survival rate
for this virus is an overall alarming 99.2%, according to the CDC’s own 
website. It begs the question, “How much longer will we be put on the 
backburner and allowed to dig ourselves out of an endless financial hole until 
someone who has the means, power and courage comes along who can make 
this right again?” We are hoping you are that man. We value the support we 
get from the State through RISCA, and look forward to working with your 
administration to start performing in the very near future.

Best Regards,

FFiilloommeennaa  DDaaSSiillvvaa  

Filomena DaSilva
Fundraising Representative & Musician
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549 Broad Street, Cumberland, Rhode Island 02864   TEL (401) 725-9272    www.riverfolk.org

Executive Director 
Russell J. Gusetti 

Board of Directors 

Timothy Draper, Chair 

Aubrey Atwater 

Michelle Baker 

Anne Conway 

John Dooley 

Robert J. Drouin 

E. Craig Dwyer

George H. Gifford, III 

Dr. Peter Langton 

Graham C. Mellor 

James E. Quinn 

Gary J. Rebelo 

Ed Sweeney 

Aaron Usher III 

Linda M. Zelenski 

Director Emeritus 
Robbie O’Connell 

Mary Lee Partington

2019 Rhode Island Monthly Best of Award Winner as Best Folk Venue

Governor’s Blackstone Valley Regional Tourism Award Winner

February 3, 2021 

Lt. Governor Daniel J. McKee 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith St.,  
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee - 

On behalf of Blackstone River Theatre, I want to extend our enthusiastic congratulations to you  
on soon becoming Governor of the State of Rhode Island! I personally add my heartfelt congratulations as 
someone who has long admired your work ethic, honesty, and accessibility as Mayor of Cumberland and also 
recently as Lt. Governor. It is a great feeling to have a state leader that is a proven advocate for both the small 
business and creative sectors in this great state. 

As you know, the mission of the Blackstone River Theatre is: (1) to present the performing and visual 
arts; (2) to offer arts education; and (3) to collaborate with local and regional artists and arts/community 
organizations in the presentation of cultural events as well as programs specific to the Blackstone River 
Valley. The year 2020 was supposed to be a celebration of 20 years of Blackstone River Theatre programming 
at its Cumberland location while also presenting our 10th Summer Solstice Festival event at Diamond Hill 
Park. Then the shutdown due to COVID-19 was announced. As of March 8, our active cultural arts center has 
been closed to in-person concerts and classes, just as most live entertainment venues have been around both 
the country and the world. Since opening in September 2000, BRT has presented more than 2,900 music  
concerts, classes, dances and special events in front of almost 130,000 audience members! Our industry was 
the first to close and will be the last to re-open but I have made a vow that BRT WILL perservere.  

Support and interest like yours as a state leader, well over 48,000 hours of labor donated by our  
volunteers over the past 24 years, and active support by the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, the  
Town of Cumberland, and the Blackstone Heritage Corridor Commission enabled us to renovate an abandoned, 
heavily vandalized building and reopen our doors to performance in 2000. Prior to the pandemic, BRT had 
maintained an active performance and class schedule and we cannot wait until it is safe again to gather in 
person and witness the true power of the arts. Blackstone River Theatre greatly values the support we get 
from the State of Rhode Island through the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts and we truly look forward 
to working with your Administration. 

Again, enthusiastic congratulations to you Dan and as always, I can’t thank you enough for your 
longtime support and encouragement!  

Sincerely, 

Russell Gusetti, Executive Director 

Russell Gusetti
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Wendy Rios, President 
Edward Markward, Music Director 

February 14, 2021 

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee, Governor of the State of Rhode Island 

Dear Governor McKee, 

The Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s wishes you well as you take over as Rhode 
Island’s chief executive, a job of huge challenges and, hopefully for you, great successes. 

Let us introduce ourselves.  Our orchestra, led by Music Director, Edward Markward, includes 
36 professional, community and student musicians, all volunteers committed to showcasing the 
finest music in the chamber orchestra repertoire.  Though our musicians and audiences come 
from all over Rhode Island, we draw our name from St. John’s Episcopal Church in Barrington, 
which has generously provided a place to rehearse and perform since our debut in 2017. 

Until the pandemic hit, COBSJ offered four free concerts per season as well as musical outreach 
activities to school-age children. Since last spring, small groups of our musicians have performed 
virtually to bring people together through music. 

We are extremely grateful for the state’s support through RISCA, which has ensured our survival 
during this challenging time. We eagerly await the day when we can resume live performances 
and educational outreach.  

When that time comes, we invite you to join us at one of our wonderful Sunday afternoon 
concerts!  

Sincerely, 

Wendy Rios 
Wendy Rios, President 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box 370, Barrington, RI 02806                 Email: cobsj@gmail.com                    Website: www.cobsj.org 
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Lt. Governor Dan McKee 
82 Smith Street, Room 116 
Providence, RI 02903 

February 12, 2021 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

The Choral Collective of Newport County congratulates you on your 
appointment as Governor of the state of Rhode Island.  

The mission of the Choral Collective of Newport County (CCNC) is to connect 
our Newport County community with the joy of learning and making music 
together. CCNC includes the Newport County Youth Chorus for students in 
grades 2 through 8 and the Aquidneck Singers, a teen and adult women’s 
chorus. CCNC is the only after-school, community-based choral music 
program for young people and the only teen and adult women’s community 
chorus on Aquidneck Island. CCNC welcomes all who are interested to 
participate; there is no audition to join and classes are free or very low cost. 
Participants find their experience with CCNC to be welcoming, safe, and 
encouraging while also providing exceptional musical and voice instruction.  

As a newly established non-profit arts organization, CCNC relies on the 
generous support of the state provided through RISCA. Thank you in advance 
for your continued support of the arts and cultural organizations serving Rhode 
Island.  

Sincerely, 

     Elizabeth B. Woodhouse 
     Founder and Artistic Director

Connecting our community with the joy of learning and making music together 

PO Box 3923, Newport, RI 02840 |  www.newportsings.org 
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THE CHORUS OF WESTERLY 
THE GEORGE KENT PERFORMANCE HALL • 119 HIGH ST • WESTERLY, RI • 02891 

ANDREW HOWELL, THE MARION & BILL PALM MUSIC DIRECTOR 

GEORGE KENT, MUSIC DIRECTOR, EMERITUS 

RYAN SAUNDERS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

February 3, 2021 

Honorable Daniel McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the Chorus of Westerly, congratulations on becoming the 76th Governor of Rhode Island. 

We feel excitement for your tenure as Governor to begin. Especially in Westerly, we know well of your constant 
work to support small businesses. And, at the Chorus, we have seen first-hand that your small business efforts 
extend deeply into our state’s arts and cultural sector. We know you are very aware of the importance of the arts in 
Rhode Island both as an economic and social driver, and that ongoing state investment in the arts is beyond 
important. We are grateful that you always champion the strength and value of the arts in our state. 

On a personal note, please know the engagement you and Susan have offered the Chorus in recent years has not 
gone unnoticed. It has meant much to all of us involved with the Chorus that you’ve been coming to our concerts, 
that you hosted your Westerly arts forum in Kent Hall, and that you came to our documentary premiere in 
Misquamicut last summer. To have a Governor who makes such an effort to personally connect to us, who also 
constantly supports not only the Chorus, but all our state’s arts organizations, is a good thing. 

As you know, Rhode Island is blessed to have an amazing state agency in the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts. Thanks to RISCA’s leadership, the Chorus has benefitted from a myriad of state funding streams that have 
sustained, preserved, and grown our programs. Through RISCA, the Chorus has benefitted from critical general 
operating support grants, major funding for Kent Hall through the Creative & Cultural Economy Bond program, 
and, recently, significant Covid relief grants (through RISCA and RI Commerce). These grants have not only kept 
us alive year after year (and especially during the Covid crisis), but they have also helped us evolve into an important 
organization that can benefit our community on an even greater level. This investment from the state in the 
Chorus, through RISCA and other agencies, has allowed us to thrive and grow. Our success has thus had a 
profound impact on keeping towns like Westerly and their cultural life and their economy thriving.  

As your tenure begins, I am hopeful that support of RISCA and all current arts and cultural funding initiatives not 
only continue but also expand as is feasible. The arts sector will always work hard to ensure that funds are working 
for not just the organizations, but also for the communities in which we all work, live, and thrive in. 

Heartfelt congratulations again and all best wishes as your tenure as Governor of Rhode Island begins. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Saunders 
Executive Director 
The Chorus of Westerly 
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 PO Box 4176, Middletown, RI 02842   www.commonfencemusic.org   401.400.2774 

CFM Board of Directors:   David Breton      Susannah Holloway    Paul Murray 
Laura Stetler   Jack Van Leer 

Artistic Director: Dick Lynn      Director of Education: Tom Perrotti 

Office of the Governor
82 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02903

February 2021

Dear Governor Dan McKee,

Congratulations on your new state leadership role as Governor of Rhode Island! Your inauguration is
wonderful moment to celebrate. We are delighted to be building an impactful relationship for innovation,
economy, and creativity through the arts in RI with your team.

Common Fence Music, CFM, is a beloved performance hub of 28 years for the cultivation of folk music 
here in New England! Despite the onset of COVID-19, it has been our inspiration to see folk artistry 
continue to live and fill homes with sound and story, connecting us all.

 By the numbers…

St. Louise Steady Grinders…streamed 9/13/20

CFM is supported in part by funding from RI State through RISCA. Grants from RISCA have directly
impacted CFM’s capacity to engage and support local artists, adapt during C-19 conditions, and to continue 
building equitably accessible programming. A virtual stage to support performers will continue until live 
concerts settings at the beautifully renovated CFP Arts venue in Portsmouth, RI are safe to program.

Music is something that can powerfully mend and unite. We are delighted to work with your team to 
ensure live music live vibrantly in your community!

Sincerely,
Your Entire CFM Team

Artists engaged & financially supported in 2020 

27 
Households engaged for arts programming 

3,500 
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Governor McKee, 

The Common Fence Point Improvement Association (CFPIA) welcomes and congratulates you on assuming the role 
of Governor.   Like so many organizations in the RI Arts Community we are excited for your continued leadership.  

Our non-profit organization has been grateful recipients of a 2017 State Cultural Facilities Grant through RISCA 
which has enabled our old-fashioned beach cottage Community Hall to transform into a very modern CFP Arts, 
Wellness and Community Center in Portsmouth.   There are hundreds, if not thousands, of people who would say 
they benefit directly from our renovation.  State funding was the lead gift ($285K) of our nearly $1M renovation.   We 
have created jobs, energy and hope for residents of Aquidneck Island. 

Thank you and we continue to look to the future and working with you! 

Conley Zani 

President, Common Fence Point Improvement Association 
www.commonfencepoint.org 
czani@commonfencepoint.org 
401-484-3972
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February 3, 2021 

The Honorable Daniel McKee 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street, Room 116 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Mr. McKee, 

On behalf of all of us at Community MusicWorks, I write to offer our congratulations to you on 
becoming Governor of Rhode Island, to introduce our work, and to express gratitude for the 
state’s support of the arts. 

Founded in 1997, Community MusicWorks (CMW) is a “revolutionary organization” (The New 
Yorker) that creates cohesive urban community through music education and performance that 
transforms the lives of children, families, and musicians in underserved neighborhoods of 
Providence. Our professional musicians-in-residence participate in a unique model connecting 
musicians with the community as educators, performers, and mentors, working with 150 students 
each year, and performing in 30 concerts annually throughout the state. Nearly all our graduates 
continue on to college, from neighborhoods with a 45% high school graduation rate, and many 
return to give back to CMW and the Providence community. CMW has been recognized with 
numerous national awards, including the Lewis Prize for Music’s inaugural Accelerator Award in 
2020, one of three $500,000 awards nationwide; the prestigious National Arts and Humanities 
Youth Program in 2010, awarded by First Lady Michelle Obama; and I was honored to receive a 
2010 MacArthur Foundation Fellowship. 

We deeply value the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts as a partner in our work. The 
multiyear general operating support that we receive from the state through RISCA is so 
important to our organizational stability and growth, as we continue to offer our programs free of 
charge. We also deeply appreciate RISCA’s role as a thought leader, facilitating discussions, 
leading trainings, and advancing the work of arts organizations in the state, most recently in the 
area of racial equity. 

We look forward to working with your administration to advance the arts in Rhode Island, and 
wish you the best as you launch into your new leadership role. 

Best wishes, 

Sebastian Ruth 
Founder and Artistic Director 
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PO BOX 513  •  BRISTOL, RI 02809  •  401.500.1243
www.communitystringproject.org  •  facebook.com/communitystringproject

The Community String Project, a 501 (c)(3) Organization, provides affordable and accessible orchestral string lessons, for youth & adults in the East Bay area.

.

Community String Project

Governor Dan McKee
RI Statehouse
82 Smith St.
Providene, RI 02903

Dear Governor McKee,

I am writing to congratulate you on you on becoming the governor of our great state 
and wish you well in your new duties.  It has been a difficult year and I am confident 
that your leadership with help to restore the health of our people and our economy.

I am the executive director of the Community String Project in Bristol whose mission 
is to provide “affordable and accessible” string instrument instruction to youth and 
adults in the east bay area through an innovative music program.  We believe in the 
intrinsic value of learning how to play an instrument and believe that students also 
benefit from being involved in a supportive activity that assists with dropout 
prevention, fosters community engagement, and increases self-esteem. As per our 
mission, youth that are eligible for free and reduced lunch are tuition free and we 
generally support 36%-38% of our youth students.

We are so pleased with the support that RISCA has provided to us and other arts 
organizations in the state, both before and during this pandemic,  and look forward to 
working with you and your administration in your continued support of the arts in RI.   

With warmest regards,

Alan Bernstein
Executive Director
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Dear Governor McKee, 

As you assume the duties of Governor of Rhode Island we both welcome you and assure you of our 
support. As artists and teachers, we support your educational policies and vision for the economic 
success of our State's small and big business. 

The Deblois Gallery is a membership cooperative that connects artists and their creative work to the 
larger community. We offer exhibition opportunities to artist members as well as to established and 
emerging artists in our geographic area. We support artistic collaboration with a diverse segment of our 
community. We educate young aspiring artists through school partnerships, exhibitions and internships. 

The Deblois gallery is most grateful and wishes to thank you for the RISCA CRF Grant that we recently 
received. This grant makes it possible for us to continue to enrich the cultural life of our state and keep 
our gallery alive and accessible to all. 

______ _________ 

-Shawndavid Berry

DeBlois Gallery Coordinator
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February 3rd, 2021 

Governor Dan Mckee 

State of Rhode Island Office of the Governor 

82 Smith Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor Mckee: 

Congratulations on behalf of Dirt Palace Public Projects on your inauguration and becoming the 

governor of Rhode Island. 

The Dirt Palace is a feminist artist-run space project founded in 2000 in the commercial corridor 

of Olneyville in Providence. Over the past 20 years the Dirt Palace has grown to include two 

facilities (14 Olneyville Square and the iconic Wedding Cake House on Broadway), and multiple 

artist residency and exhibition programs. Our mission is to enhance the cultural life of the city 

of Providence and the State by building relationships between artists and the public as well as 

creating visibility for feminist artists and people historically marginalized within the arts. 

We value the support we get from the State through the Rhode Island State Council on the 

Arts. We are grateful to have such strong partners and thought leaders in our State through 

RISCA’s leadership, and we look forward to working with your Administration. 

All the Best, 

Pippi Zornoza 

Co-director, Dirt Palace Public Projects 
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February 1, 2021 

Governor Dan McKee 

82 Smith Street, Room 116 

Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

Congratulations on your new role as Governor of Rhode Island! On behalf of DownCity 

Design, I share our heartfelt gratitude for your readiness to assume this role and our 

best wishes for a smooth transition. 

DownCity Design is a non-profit community design studio based in Providence that 

empowers people to imagine and create better futures for their communities, using 

the tools of design. In our free afterschool and summer youth programs, teens from 

Rhode Island’s urban core have designed and built over 85 new amenities to improve 

Providence neighborhoods, including community gardens, outdoor classrooms for 

public schools and creative play structures for parks. 

Like so many arts organizations across the state, DownCity Design has benefited 

greatly from the support of Rhode Island State Council for the Arts (RISCA). RISCA 

funding has helped to fuel our afterschool and summer design education programs for 

low-income Providence youth, empowering teens to collaborate to strengthen their 

communities. The COVID crisis simultaneously lends urgency to our work and presents 

serious setbacks. Thanks to RISCA support, DownCity Design will help our neighbors 

face the challenges of the COVID era and beyond.  

We value the support DownCity Design and other arts organizations receive from the 

State of RI through RISCA, and look forward to working with your Administration. 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to build a resourceful and resilient community! 

Sincerely, 

Adrienne Gagnon 

Executive Director 
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Epic Theatre Company 
50 Rolfe Square 

Cranston, Rhode Island 02910 
(401) 490-9475

February 3, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee – 

On behalf of Epic Theatre Company, we’d like to congratulate and welcome you into your 
new role as Governor of Rhode Island! We’re thrilled to have the opportunity to work with you in the 
coming months, especially as our organization continues our digital programming efforts as a result 
of the global pandemic and puts plans in place to return to in-person productions this coming fall, 
assuming we can ensure the health and safety of our patrons in a small black box performance space. 

Epic is now in our eighth year as the Resident Theatre Company of the Artists’ Exchange in 
Cranston, and we are built on the foundation of providing opportunities to Rhode Island based artists 
and producing bold work that pushes the boundaries of what theatre can be, whether it’s a play set 
at an indoor pool or an outdoor barbeque or a two-person show where the actors have never met to 
rehearse before stepping onstage. Epic is also proudly known for staging productions every year that 
focus on the LGBTQ experience and did so before those stories were being widely told throughout 
the state. Throughout 2020, we pivoted to a completely digital experience, delivering free, short-
form, easily accessible content across Facebook, Instagram, and our Patreon subscription platform. 
These programs, including a talk show, variety show, writer’s club, midnight monologues, bedtime 
stories, and many more, were designed to keep our audiences informed and entertained while 
staying in and staying safe. 

Epic values the support we receive from the State through the Rhode Island State Council of 
the Arts. Crucial funding throughout this past year allowed our company to optimize our web 
presence, perform technology upgrades, and most importantly, compensate our artists who are 
dedicating their time and energy to our robust digital programming slate. We look forward to 
working with your Administration and continuing to contribute our part to the thriving arts 
community in Rhode Island! 

Best Wishes, 

Kevin Broccoli Megan Ruggiero
Kevin Broccoli, Artistic Director Megan Ruggiero, Executive Director 
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ESPERANZA-HOPE
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
501 (C)(3) 

 
● Mailing Address: 54 Netherlands Avenue, Cranston, RI 02905   ● Phone: 401-536-2151

● E-mail: info@esperanzahopeus.org ● Web site: www.esperanzahopeus.org
 

January 31, 2021

Re:  Congratulations Governor Dan McKee

Dear Governor McKee:

The Esperanza-Hope team extend a warm welcome to you as our new Governor. Congratulations on your 
appointment. May the Holy Spirit guide you in all your decisions as we together fulfill our mission of 
always doing what is best for our community.

Here is a brief description of who we are and how we contribute to the cultural, educational, and economic
life of Rhode Island. Esperanza-Hope is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to bring hope 
and embolden a positive vision of the future for low-income families and homeless in Rhode Island, and for 
children in the poorest communities of the Dominican Republic. Our objective is to encourage a more 
positive outlook for disadvantaged families by providing the tools necessary for success.  For years 
Esperanza-Hope has been doing what we do best, paying attention to what is breaking our individual and 
collective hearts and turning that heartbreak into effective action. In addition, we offer a free art program for 
low-income children between the ages of 6 and 15. Through our free art programs, we are working closely 
with our community, with passionate volunteers and artists. During our art program we are able to engage 
the kids in something positive and they have the opportunity to interact with others while displaying their 
artistic abilities. In addition, the children can openly express themselves through art and work on their 
talents.

We value the support we get from the State through RISCA and look forward to working with your
Administration. We trust that you will continue to work for improved to the cultural, educational, and
economic life of Rhode Island, particularly increasing funds for the arts.

We wish you the best in this new position as Governor. Thank you in advance for your generosity in 
supporting this worthwhile cause.

Respectfully,
Wilda Gutierrez  
Founder-President           



Dear Governor McKee,

All of us at Everett: Company, Stage & School would like to congratulate you on becoming the
new Governor of Rhode Island! We know that these are very challenging times in which to be
assuming this major responsibility and we wish you the greatest success.

Everett is a multi-disciplinary arts incubator. Encompassing a Company, Stage and School, its
ensemble of artists create, perform, and teach within a diverse community. Guided by the
principles of collaboration and experimentation, Everett explores complex social issues through
a combination of dance, theater, music and video. At the heart of the organization is the belief
that the arts can transform lives across cultures, generations, and economic backgrounds, and
create a more just, equitable and joyous future.

The support that we receive from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA) is crucial
to our ability to carry out our mission in service of our community. RISCA has been there since
Everett formed 35-years ago and has always been an invaluable resource for the RI arts
community. We hope that you will recognize the value that the arts bring to this state and we
look forward to working with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Aaron Jungels
Co-Executive/Artistic Director
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January 31, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the staff, dancers, students, and volunteers at Festival Ballet Providence, I would 
like to offer you our warmest congratulations on becoming Governor of Rhode Island.  

As a proud member of Rhode Island’s vibrant arts community and the state’s premier 
professional dance organization, Festival Ballet Providence has been encouraged by the support 
you have shown the Arts, and we look forward to this new administration and all the 
opportunities it holds. 

Festival Ballet Providence is committed to inspiring audiences with a wide-ranging repertoire of 
classical, neo-classical and contemporary dance. With more than four decades of experience 
reaching and engaging audiences across our region, Festival Ballet’s mission to bring the 
transformative power of dance the community remains as important as ever. We look forward to 
working collaboratively with your administration to achieve it. 

Beyond our professional programming, Festival Ballet Providence is committed to creating art 
that enlightens, engages, and inspires all members of the community. Festival Ballet Providence 
School offers the highest quality dance training to students of all ages. Our Community 
Engagement division offers a variety of robust, multi-faceted programs bringing the art and 
opportunities of dance to schools, libraries and public spaces where populations may not 
otherwise have access. With your continued support, these programs have a bright and promising 
future. 

We value and greatly appreciate the support we get from the State through RISCA, and look 
forward to working with your administration.  

Warm regards, 

Kathleen Breen Combes 
Director 
Festival Ballet Providence 
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Dear Incoming Governor McKee, 

15 Minute Field Trips congratulates you on becoming Governor.  
I hope your transition is smooth and your health good. 

We at 15 Minute Field Trips help advocate for the environment 
through art, outdoor activities, and community action.  We 
create and offer programming for local parks, schools and youth 
groups, provide professional development for educators, and 
use the arts to draw attention to important environmental issues, 
such as mitigating climate change by increasing tree canopy in 
Rhode Island. 

We value the support we get from the State through RISCA, 
helping us bring artistic outdoor experiences to the community, 
and look forward to working with your Administration. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Guillet 
Creative Director 
15 Minute Field Trips 

15 Minute Field Trips 
45 Dean Avenue 
Johnston, RI 02919 
15minutefieldtrips@gmail.com 
15minutefieldtrips.org
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275 Westminster Street, Suite 501 Providence RI 02903     401-421-4278     first-works.org 

Governor McKee 
State of Rhode Island Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

February 2, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the FirstWorks staff and board, congratulations on becoming Governor. We wish 
you the very best in this new role.  

As you may know, FirstWorks’ mission is to enrich the cultural, educational, and economic vitality 
of Rhode Island by engaging diverse audiences with world-class performing arts and education. 

Since 2004 FirstWorks has served as a leader in building Providence as the “Creative Capital”, 
strengthening the cultural fabric of RI by presenting work by iconic artists, international guests, 
and local creators. Ranked by Providence Business News as the 9th largest cultural attraction in 
the state, our community-wide projects and collaborations with over 90 organizations create new 
gateways to the arts across social services, schools, tourism, and government.  

As the founding partner of PVDFest, Providence’s free signature festival, we employ over 1,500 
artists annually. In 2019 PVDFest, generated $4.3 million in total expenditures and attracted an 
audience of 130,000. We are actively reimagining the 2021 festival with the aim of harnessing 
cutting-edge technology and the power of creatives to safely fuel travel and press attention. 

FirstWorks’ robust education program serves students in over 40 public and charter schools across 
the state, leveling the playing field for under-resourced youth through access to live 
performances, in-school/online workshops, and curricula aligned with core standards. Our new 
initiatives include Virtual Learning, which currently engages students across 13 districts, and 
Teacher Professional Development, created in partnership with RI Department of Education.  

The funding that FirstWorks receives from the State through RISCA is absolutely critical to our 
success, allowing us to lift our community through the COVID-19 crisis and beyond – from 
employing local artists financially crippled by the shutdown to supporting our students and 
educators without draining school budgets. We look forward to working with your Administration 
and are so grateful for your support of the RI arts community.  

Kind regards, 

Kathleen Pletcher 
Executive Artistic Director 
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Flickers at The Vets, 83 Park Street, Suite 5, Providence, RI 02903 • 401/861.4445 • www.rifilmfest.org 

January 31, 2021 

Governor Dan McKee 
Office of the Governor 

The State House 
82 Smith Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

I would like to extend sincere congratulations on behalf of the Board and Staff of the 
Flickers’ Arts Collaborative, for your new position as Governor of the State of Rhode 
Island. 

Flickers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit arts organization that supports and promotes the film arts 
in Rhode Island and throughout New England.  

Over the past two decades, its production, the Rhode Island International Film Festival, 
has screened 5,764 independent films and videos out of 74,754 entries, presented 1,405 
World/North American premieres, featured over 1,200 entries that were locally produced, 
and hosted 4,193 filmmakers and crew.  

Since its inception, over 499,000 film lovers have enjoyed the Rhode Island International 
Film Festival and its programming, not including those in New England watching its 
weekly broadcast and cable programming series on Rhode Island PBS, doubleFEATURE. 

We are very grateful for the continued support of Flickers and its arts programming by the 
State of Rhode Island and the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA). This 
support allows us to reinforce the cinematic arts as both a cultural and educational 
outreach medium for Rhode Island, New England and internationally. 

Please accept our heartfelt appreciation and congratulations. We look forward to 
working with your Administration. 

Most sincerely, 

George T. Marshall, 
Executive Director 
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February 3, 2021 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

Gallery Night Providence congratulates you on becoming Governor! This is an exciting 
time as our capital city enters the new year and considers all the possibilities the future 
could hold. 

We would like to introduce ourselves as a long-standing member of the arts community 
in Providence. We are a non-profit organization that aims to bring art to the people, and 
people to the art. We create exposure to the visual arts for diverse public audiences, 
and cultivate a network of galleries, artists, media outlets, and municipal agencies. We 
strengthen the creative economy in Providence by supporting access to arts-focused 
events in order to build sustainable avenues for multi-generational learning and 
enrichment. 

On the third Thursday of every month, the city's hottest "art spots" open their doors for a 
visual arts party. Normally we offer guided Art Trolley tours, or our guests can choose 
their own itinerary, to walk or drive to the galleries of their choice. Because of the 
pandemic, we have not been able to offer our normal tours, but we have successfully 
transitioned to virtual tours and events to continue doing the work that we love. 

We value the support we get from the State through RISCA, and look forward to working 
with your Administration to continue enriching the culture of our great city. 

Sincerely, 

Shari Weinberger 
President of Gallery Night Providence 
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February 2021 

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 
State Capitol Building 
82 Smith St. 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the board, staff, and artists of The Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre (The 
Gamm), we want to congratulate you on becoming Governor and very much look forward to 
working with you and your administration. 

Founded in 1986 (originally as Alias Stage) in Providence, The Gamm is a regionally 
recognized professional theatre company, located in our newly renovated space on Jefferson 
Boulevard in Warwick.  We are proud to tell stories that entertain, provoke, and engage seriously 
with the most important issues of our time and to further serve our community with innovative 
educational programming that enriches the cultural and civic life of Rhode Island students of all 
ages. We present an annual season of five productions as well as a holiday show and are committed 
to year-round (including summer) educational programming in schools and with youth programs 
throughout the state. Along with a theatre audience of over 2,300 subscribers as well as thousands 
of single ticket buyers, The Gamm engages more than 25,000 young people and adults every year 
and contributes an estimated $600,000 in economic investment to our local community. 

Governor McKee, we greatly value the support we receive from the State through the 
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA). They have been especially invaluable through this 
past year of unprecedented challenges for our sector. We look forward to re-opening our doors 
again soon, to working with you to ensure that Rhode Island’s vibrant arts culture continues to 
thrive, and for a brighter future for every citizen of our biggest little state. Best of luck and we hope 
to congratulate you in person soon. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Gravell  Tony Estrella 
Managing Director Artistic Director 
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February 10, 2021

RIOT RHODE ISLAND
763 Westminster St

Rear Unit
Providence, RI 02908

401.248.2873

www.riotri.org.com

Dear Governor McKee,

On behalf of Girls Rock! Rhode Island DBA RIOT RI and our 
community, I am writing to congratulate you on your recent election as 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island.

RIOT RI is an arts based organization that for over 10 years has provided 
a space for girls, trans and nonbinary youth to empower themselves and 
their communities through the creative outlets of music education and 
collaboration, while fostering their critical thinking and healthy 
identities. Over the years, we have witnessed  many of our participants 
step into leadership in their communities, go on to pursue higher 
education and careers in music and come back to teach others and 
become stewards of our culture and our arts-based economy.

These young musicians and artists are part of the rich and diverse artistic 
fabric that stretches across our state and are the key holders of the stories 
and the songs of this very special little state we call home.

We are incredibly grateful to the support we have received from RISCA 
and look forward to working with your administration.

In musical solidarity,

E. Denise Mathews-Reidpath
Co-Executive Director
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59 Main Street, East Greenwich, RI 02818 || 401.885.4000 || info@greenwichodeum.com  
 
  
February 3, 2021 
  
Dear Governor McKee, 
  
On behalf of the Greenwich Odeum Board of Directors and staff, please accept my sincerest 
congratulations on your new position as Governor of Rhode Island. We appreciate all of your 
hard work and commitment to serving the great state of Rhode Island. 
  
For the last 90-plus years, The Greenwich Odeum (originally The Greenwich Theater) has stood 
proudly as an arts and entertainment venue, as well as a cornerstone of the East Greenwich 
economy. The Greenwich Odeum has hosted some of the biggest names in music and comedy, 
along with hosting our classic film series and youth theater classes. Once we can safely resume 
full capacity events, our programming will feature world-renowned headliners such as LeAnn 
Rimes, Keb’ Mo’ and John Cafferty. In the meantime, the Odeum has been finding innovative 
ways to stay afloat, including offering the opportunity for private movie screenings and marquee 
rentals. 
  
Over the years, sizable grants from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts along with a 
considerable amount of determination from community volunteers have provided the necessary 
boost to allow the Greenwich Odeum continuously grow and provide quality arts and 
entertainment to the area. Thanks to an invigorated board of directors, the generosity of grant 
giving bodies, and the support of its patrons, the theater today finds itself thriving. The growth 
and success has allowed the theater to hire professional staff, who, along with dedicated 
volunteers, have helped the Odeum continue to grow into a world-class venue, welcoming 
thousands of patrons and nationally recognized artists year after year.  
 
We look forward to working with your administration to continue to keep the Greenwich Odeum 
and East Greenwich’s beloved Main Street thriving. We are also looking forward to having you 
at one of our shows! 
 
Regards, 

 
Dan Speca 
Board President 

  
 
 
 



February	3,	2021	

Dear	Governor	McKee,	

In	the	name	of	Hera	Gallery/Educational	Foundation	I	would	 like	to	warmly	
congratulate	 you	 as	 the	 new	 governor	 of	 this	 very	 special	 State	 of	 Rhode	
Island.	 During	 these	 unprecedented	 times	 we	 all	 need	 visionary,	 inspiring	
leadership	 more	 than	 ever	 and	 we	 wish	 you	 the	 very	 best	 for	 the	 surely	
challenging	 and	 hopefully	 rewarding	 journey	 ahead.	 The	 arts	 have	 been	 a	
source	of	sustenance,	especially	during	times	of	hardship,	and	RI’s	awareness	
of	 this	has	been	encouraging	 to	RI’s	creative	community	and	beyond.	RISCA	
has	 been	 a	 wonderfully	 personable	 and	 supportive	 link	 between	 the	
government	 of	 RI	 and	 the	many	 arts	 organizations	 that	 create	 RI’s	 vibrant	
cultural	life.	

With	 your	 roots	 in	 Cumberland	 and	 your	 long-time	 engagement	 in	 local	
education	the	nature	and	objectives	of	Hera	Gallery/Educational	Foundation	
in	Wakefield,	 RI	must	 seem	 familiar	 to	 you.	 Since	Hera	 opened	 its	 doors	 in	
1974	it	has	been	supported	through	government	grants	and	private	 funding	
allowing	Hera	to	create	and	sustain	a	non-profit	space	for	the	arts	that	serves	
our	 diverse,	 non-urban	 community.	 Each	 year	 we	 commence	 with	 a	 RI	
student	exhibition	showcasing	not	only	the	young	talent	 in	the	State	but	the	
innovative	 educators	 who	 foster	 the	 students’	 creative	 potential.	 Over	 the	
past	 several	 years,	 Hera	 has	 further	 hosted	 the	 URI	 art	 majors	 thesis	
exhibition	 giving	 students	 from	different	 parts	 of	 the	US	 the	 opportunity	 to	
have	their	 first	gallery	representation	 in	RI.	Throughout	the	year	we	pursue	
diverse,	 engaging	 exhibitions	 and	 programming	 that	 bring	 artists	 from	
around	the	country	to	Rhode	Island.	

Southern	Rhode	Island	is	known	for	its	spectacular	coastline	with	its	opulent	
seafood	 feasts	 and	 festivals,	 its	magical	 forests	 and	 streams,	 a	multitude	 of	
water	 sports,	 the	 University	 of	 RI	 with	 its	 world	 renowned	 Center	 for	
Oceanography,	 and	much	more.	 But	when	Rhode	 Islanders	 and	 out	 of	 state	
tourists	alike	discover	 that	at	 the	heart	of	South	County	 there	 is	a	wealth	of	
cultural	activity	they	are	often	pleasantly	surprised.	Hera	Gallery/Educational	
Foundation	 is	 proud	 to	 be	 an	 instrumental	 part	 of	 the	 remarkably	 colorful	
South	County	tapestry	that	provides	a	high	quality	of	life	and	is	an	exceptional	
vacation	destination	attracting	people	from	all	over	the	world	to	the	State	of	
RI.	We	are	grateful	to	the	State	of	RI	for	its	support	and	leadership	and	very	
much	 look	 forward	 to	 following	your	 lead	Governor	McKee	 into	 a	 renewed,	
promising	future.	

Respectfully,	

Uli	Brahmst	
President	of	the	Board	of	Directors,	Hera	Gallery/Educational	Foundation	
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February 2, 2021 

Dear Lieutenant Governor Daniel McKee, 

Imago Foundation for the Arts is a community-based, member-supported, non-profit arts organization located 
in Warren, Rhode Island. The Foundation’s mission is to inspire creativity and promote art-making that 
enriches local communities. The members of IFA congratulate you on your upcoming transition to the 
governorship of The Ocean State! As the next governor, your job duties and responsibilities to serve the needs 
of the citizens is crucial and we believe your experience as a small businessman and elected official enhances 
your abilities to provide extraordinary leadership for Rhode Island. In your new role, the members of IFA are 
certain you will continue supporting Rhode Island’s strengthening economy generally and the struggling arts 
economy specifically. Rhode Island needs your steady hand at the helm. 

As a non-profit arts organization, Imago Foundation for the Arts operates the IMAGO Gallery in Warren. The 
Gallery features the artwork of its member artists and guest artists from across Rhode Island and southern 
Massachusetts. The pandemic has had a profound effect on the Gallery. Closed for more than five months, art 
sales for calendar year 2020 plummeted by more than 60%. Most exhibitions, receptions, and planned events 
scheduled for the year were cancelled. Like other arts organizations, IFA transitioned to using online galleries 
to promote its members’ artwork and to conduct sales. Art is a tangible medium, though, and is best viewed in 
a gallery or museum. When IMAGO Gallery reopened on August 1, 2020, with a modified exhibitions schedule, 
the members decided to sponsor a community exhibit celebrating resilience and determination. More than 50 
area residents submitted works based on the theme “Out With the Old, In With the New,” which ran from 
December through January. Along with the exhibition, IFA held a virtual reception that included interviews 
with some of the community artists and a poll to award the People’s Choice Award. Every year, IFA presents a 
variety of arts programming, sponsors a book club, offers arts workshops and demonstrations. For the last 
three years, IFA has sponsored the Artists Speak series. The event invites well-known Rhode Island artists to 
discuss their artmaking careers, their philosophy and inspiration, their techniques and artistry. IFA is an 
organization dedicated to promoting the arts and inspiring creativity. 

IFA has appreciated the support it has received from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA). IFA 
has submitted a number of grant applications and has been awarded funds to support some of its initiatives 
(like Artists Speak) and operations. RISCA recently awarded IFA Coronavirus Relief Fund monies, which have 
been used to offset the cost of rent and utilities for the next six months. RISCA’s leadership team is stellar—
their dedication to the arts is unmatched. RISCA is a wonderful asset for Rhode Island and its arts 
communities. 

Regards, 

Yolanda Mazzoni 
President, Imago Foundation for the Arts 
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P.O. Box 97 | 18 Valley Street, Jamestown, RI 02835 | www.jamestownartcenter.org 

The Honorable Daniel McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

The Jamestown Arts Center staff, board, members, and community of 
artists and supporters would like to congratulate you on becoming 
governor of our beloved state. 

The Jamestown Arts Center is a non-profit, multi-disciplinary facility 
created to benefit the community of Jamestown, the state of Rhode Island, 
and beyond. JAC provides a wide variety of exhibitions, art education 
classes, films, music and dance performances, interdisciplinary art camps, 
public outdoor art, and more. 

Our work would not be possible without the support provided by the state 
through the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, especially recently 
when the coronavirus pandemic has reduced or eliminated some of our 
most significant income sources. In addition to providing our community 
with access extraordinary arts experiences, RISCA support also has 
allowed us to support our community with a cultural tourism draw, 
employment, mentoring, outreach, internships, direct artist patronage, 
performance and exhibition venues, sales venues for artists, and more. 

The Jamestown Arts Center looks forward to working with your 
Administration to engage, enrich, and inspire Rhode Islanders through 
unique arts and educational experiences. 

Sincerely, 

Maureen A. Coleman 
Executive Director 

Executive Director	

Maureen A. Coleman	

Board of Directors	

Dianne Grippi, Chair	

Mary Hall Keen, Vice Chair	

Susan Hackman, Treasurer	

Catherine Bowen, Secretary	

Kate Barber 

Karen Augeri Benson	

Erica Connolly	

Thomas G. Farrell	

Courtney Hunter	

Peter Marcus 

Sara Meirowitz	

Didi Suydam 

Richard Trask	
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February 10, 2021 

Dear Lt. Governor Dan McKee, 

Our organization, Johnston Dance and Performing Arts would like to congratulate you on becoming 

Governor for the State of Rhode Island.  

We are a non-profit 501c3 organization offering many different types of dance including lyrical, ballet, 

tap, hip hop, jazz, and acrobats as well as acting classes and singing lessons.  The goal of J-DAPA is to 
promote a love and appreciation for the arts through involving performers of all ages throughout the 
Rhode Island Community.  We strive to raise funds to keep costs low for children and adults to partake 

in theatrical arts.  Our goal is to better the lives of the individual members of J-DAPA as well as audience 

members through fostering an appreciation and education of the arts.  

Recently our organization was fortunate enough to receive a grant from the State through RISCA.  Due 
to Covid we, like many other organizations, were at a loss of funds.  Thanks to this Grant we were able 

to stay afloat and hopefully will be back to performing as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Our organization looks forward to working with your administration.  Hopefully, you will be able to 

attend one of our musicals when we are fortunate enough to return to the stage! 

Best wishes and much success, 

Donna Tellier 
Executive Director, J-DAPA 
401-944-4866 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

11 Simmons St, Johnston, RI 02919 • info@j-dapa.org • 401-944-4866 

j-dapa.org 
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January 29, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee, 

The purpose of this letter is to extend our warmest congratulations on becoming Rhode Island’s new Governor! On behalf                   
of our organization, we are so excited to have you as our leader and look forward to the great things you will do for our                         
community and for our state as a whole.  

JDP Theatre Co. (JDP) is a non-profit community theatre in East Providence with a mission to be inclusive, accessible,                   
and professional. JDP strives to provide performance and educational opportunities that will make a substantial difference                
in the life of a young performer - giving them a creative outlet, a chance to participate in the arts, and a space to gain the                          
skills and confidence to succeed in education and the world beyond.  

JDP contributes culturally, economically, and educationally to Rhode Island in many ways. Primarily, JDP is a fully                 
operational community theatre, which performs multiple musicals and dramas per year, and includes actors and audience                
members from all over the state at every age. Secondary to that, JDP serves as a hub and studio of the most affordable                       
theatre education opportunities around, through our year-round offerings of classes and camps. 

JDP values the support we receive from the state through the Rhode Island State Council for the Arts tremendously, and                    
we sincerely look forward to working with you and your administration moving forward. 

Respectfully, 

Jillian Gesualdi              Jessica Mayette Judy dePerla 
Co-Founder/Executive Director              Co-Founder/Executive Director Co-Founder/Executive Director

401.648.1425  ●  1336 Pawtucket Avenue  Rumford, RI  02916  ●   www.jdptheatreco.com 
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 John M. Pellegrino, Artistic Director 
 

P.O. Box 633 • East Greenwich, Rhode Island • 02818-0633 • www.musiconthehillri.org 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
 
Governor Daniel McKee  
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI   02903 
 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of Music on the Hill’s musicians, audience and board of directors, I’m writing to 
congratulate you on your inauguration.  

As one of the Ocean State’s many performing arts organizations, we are proud to enhance the 
quality of life for our citizens and visitors alike. Each June, we present a two-week chamber 
music festival in several Rhode Island cities, including a school concert for hundreds of 
elementary students. Our ensemble includes professional musicians native to Rhode Island with 
successful international careers, who return for Music on the Hill every year. Rhode Island is 
famous for its summer music festivals, and we are honored to begin the season each June. 

Music on the Hill has earned state support through Rhode Island State Council on the Arts each 
year since the festival’s inception. Under the dynamic leadership of Randy Rosenbaum, RISCA 
supports and engages a vibrant diversity of artists and organizations from Westerly to 
Woonsocket. Together, we make Rhode Island a better place to live, work, and play. When the 
pandemic struck in March, RISCA’s staff went above and beyond to help the arts community 
navigate this new landscape. Their expertise, dedication, and kindness helped to sustain us all, 
as we plan to welcome audiences in person again. 
 
We look forward to your administration’s continuing the state’s recognition of the arts’ value – 
cultural, economic and educational. We hope to welcome you to a concert this summer. 
 
 
With best wishes, 
 

Emily Atkinson 
 
Emily Atkinson   
Executive Director 
 



Governor McKee February 3, 2021 

Congratulations on your ascension to the governorship of RI.  

Musicians of Musica Dolce [meaning sweet music] have been entertaining 
southern RI’ers for over 25 years.  In addition to chamber music concerts at 
various venues – churches, auditoriums, public sites – we have visited many 
schools with our string quartet programs.  We also have a youth ensemble, 
primarily strings, which provides an outlet for students to perform. 

Our work is supported by donations, ticket sales, and grants.  We are always 
grateful for the help given by the state through RISCA (RI State Council of the 
Arts), a vital component of our budget.  We look forward to working with you in 
keeping the strength of the arts in our state. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Petersen 

Patricia Petersen, president of the board, Musica Dolce 
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30 January 2021 
Lt. Governor Daniel J. McKee 
Office of the Lt. Governor 
82 Smith Street, Room 116 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee: 

The Narragansett Bay Symphony Community Orchestra would like to congratulate you on 
your assumption of the duties of Governor of our state upon the anticipated appointment of 
Governor Gina Raimondo as Secretary of Commerce under the new administration of 
President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.  Our organization has been the beneficiary of 
several important grants from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA).  We know of 
and very much appreciate your strong support for RISCA and the Rhode Island arts community in 
general. 

Our organization is considered the premier amateur adult symphonic orchestra in the State 
of Rhode Island.  Our mission is to serve both our members – to give them a high-quality musical 
experience by performing challenging music from the classical, romantic, modern classical, and 
baroque genres – and our community, by providing high quality performances.  We emphasize 
outreach to the broader community in Rhode Island and beyond, and are continually striving to 
provide a high-quality musical experience to any artistically underserved people in our state. 

We very much value (and depend on) the support we receive from the State of Rhode Island 
via RISCA, and we look forward to working with your administration.  We would be delighted if 
you would attend any of our performances – please let us know if we may send you tickets once 
live performances resume! 

---Most Respectfully, and With Gratitude, 

 Ivan N. Kirschner 
    President, Board of Directors, Narragansett Bay Symphony Community Orchestra 
    Ivan.Kirschner@iCloud.com (personal email) ▪ (401) 714-6786 (mobile) 
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February 2021 

Governor Dan McKee 
State of Rhode Island Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the Newport Art Museum’s Board of Trustees, staff and volunteers, it’s my pleasure to welcome 
you as Rhode Island’s new Governor.  

I’m sure you’re well aware of our state’s vibrant arts community and the many acclaimed arts and culture 
organizations involved. The Newport Art Museum has been part of Rhode Island’s robust cultural scene 
since its founding in 1912. For nearly a century, the Museum’s trustees and staff have supported and provided 
exceptional arts education, community outreach, educator resources, exhibitions, and continue to care for the 
Museum’s historic buildings: the John N.A. Griswold House (completed in 1864, architect Richard Morris 
Hunt) and the Cushing Memorial Gallery (completed in 1920, Delano & Aldrich Architects). Our Museum 
exhibits over 600 artists annually and continues to add to its permanent collection of over 2800 fine art 
objects. Our rich offerings attract tourists from around the world. 

One reason the Newport Art Museum is thriving is the support it receives from our state agencies, such as 
RISCA, RICH and RIHPHC, as well as RI foundations, including The Champlin Foundation, EJMP Fund 
for Philanthropy, Ocean State Charities Trust, and vanBeuren Charitable Trusts, among others. 

We look forward to working with you and your Administration as we strive to fulfill our mission to share a 
diversity of art and experiences that spark reflection, inspiration, discovery and connection within our 
Newport community and beyond. If you haven’t been to our Museum lately, I invite you to visit us anytime. 

Sincerely, 

Norah Diedrich 
Executive Director 

NEWPORT ART MUSEUM . 76 Bellevue Avenue, Newport RI 02840 . 401-848-8200 
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Dear Lt. Governor Dan McKee, 

On behalf of the staff and board at Newport String Project, we want to 
congratulate you on your new position as governor of Rhode Island. We 
are thankful for your service in these unprecedented times. 

The Newport String Project is a chamber music performance and youth 
mentoring initiative that aims to build a community that crosses 
boundaries of generation, heritage, and economic circumstances through 
access to inspiring musical experiences for all. In partnership with the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center, the Newport String Project 
engages students during the high-risk after-school hours. The project 
currently serves 40 students ages 5-14, offering free weekly lessons, 
monthly community events, such as workshops, dances and student 
performances. In addition, the project strives to strengthen the social and 
cultural fabric of the wider Newport community by presenting a 
professional chamber music concert series through performances by the 
Newport String Quartet, its ensemble in residence.  

Our work, and our efforts towards our mission, would not be possible 
without the generous support we receive through the state from Rhode 
Island State Council on the Arts. As members of both the Newport 
community and the greater Rhode Island arts community, we are looking 
forward to working alongside your administration in this next chapter of 
our journey together.  

With hope and gratitude, 

Ealaín McMullin 
Director, Newport String Project 
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Rebecca Bertrand 
Executive Director 
newportFILM 
174 Bellevue Avenue, Ste. 314 
Newport, RI 02840 

February 3, 2021 

The Honorable  
Daniel McKee 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of the entire staff, Board of Trustees and volunteers of newportFILM, congratulations 
on your appointment as Governor of Rhode Island. 

newportFILM, a year-round film series, seeks to inspire, educate and entertain by presenting 
current and impactful documentaries that build community and propel change. Each year, we 
screen 30+ films that are currently traveling the film festival circuit. We believe that film is best 
screened in community with others and is most powerful when joined with a post-film 
conversation with the filmmaker and/or film subjects. Our screenings include partnerships with 
Rhode Island’s nonprofits across all sectors making a national topic have local importance. In the 
summer, our popular Outdoors program pairs films with picturesque venues on across the state, 
including public parks across Aquidneck Island, Newport’s mansion lawns, Portsmouth’s working 
farms, marinas and sports fields and even Warwick’s T.F. Green Airport.  

I cannot emphasize enough the impact that the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts has on 
our programming. Particularly throughout the pandemic, they have made abundantly clear their 
pivotal role in sustaining the health of Rhode Island’s arts organizations, truly showing that the 
arts are the anchor of our small (but mighty) state. We look forward to a strong continued 
partnership between the RISCA team and your administration.   

Sincerely, 

Rebecca J. Bertrand 
Executive Director   
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      February 11, 2021 
 
 
Dear Governor McKee: 
 
On behalf of New Urban Arts’ staff, students, and board of directors, congratulations on 
becoming Governor of Rhode Island! 
 
New Urban Arts is a community art studio in Providence that provides free afterschool and 
summer programs to Providence public high school students, serving over 1,000 students 
every year. We provide arts education, along with summer employment, post-secondary 
guidance, and a variety of other extra-curricular activities to young people with limited access 
to such services. In addition to these learning opportunities, New Urban Arts provides a vital 
community and 1:1 mentoring; as a result, students frequently describe it as a "second home."  
 
During the pandemic, we have continued to support young people with virtual programs and 
other forms of support. Most recently, we worked with public school art teachers to deliver 
individual art supply kits to every public high school student in Providence that is currently 
enrolled in an art class. This was a vital initiative as art supplies are already in short supply in 
our schools, students cannot share supplies due to COVID restrictions, and most of our 
students do not have access to such supplies at home. 
 
New Urban Arts receives generous support from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
(RISCA), from whom we recently received a grant. RISCA’s support helps us build and 
maintain a unique learning environment for high school students, and their staff provides 
invaluable technical support. We look forward to working with your administration to continue 
making Rhode Island a better place for young people to learn, grown, and thrive. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Daniel Schleifer, 
Executive Director 
daniel@newurbanarts.org 

The Honorable Daniel McKee 
Office of the Governor 
State House, Room 224 
Providence, RI 02903 



Letter of Welcome from Rhode Island arts community to Governor McKee Page 47



  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
February 2, 2021 

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island 
Office of the Governor
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, and musicians of the Ocean State Pops Orchestra,        
I extend hearty and sincere congratulations on your appointment to the highest office of our 
great state. We warmly welcome and wish you much success as our new governor and we invite 
you and your family to attend one of our performances – with luck and much anticipation, later 
this year! 

 
Proudly based in Rhode Island, the Ocean State Pops Orchestra has had the privilege of 
performing for audiences throughout the state for close to three decades. The orchestra was 
established to enhance the cultural vitality and quality of life of our state and region by offering 
high-quality performances of great music at no charge or affordably. In addition, our mission is 
to further the public’s knowledge and understanding of orchestral music and to commit to the 
greater good that music fosters. 

The Ocean State Pops Orchestra has become deeply woven in the cultural fabric of Rhode Island 
and, while unable to rehearse and perform in 2020, we are eager to hit the stage once again 
later this year (when safe to do so).  As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, our ability to exist, 
persist, and continue delighting audiences would not be possible without our talented 
volunteer musicians and Board of Directors, enthusiastic staff, loyal fan base, and generous 
patrons such as the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA). 

We truly value the support we receive from the State through RISCA and, with singular ideals 
and focus, we hope to continue collaborating with your office to fulfill our musical and 
educational mission for the enrichment of all Rhode Islanders. 

Congratulations again and all best wishes, 

 
Diana Sinina, president 
 
Board of Directors 
Ocean State Pops Orchestra 



 OUTSIDER COLLECTIVE 
 Building Community and Belonging Through Art and Unity for Every Ability 

1005 Main St. Suite 2233 - Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 theoutsidercollective.org 

outsidercollective401@gmail.com 
(p)401-263-3045

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee  
Governor, State of Rhode Island 
The Office of the Governor 
82 Smith St. 
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Governor McKee,

Our team at Outsider Collective would like to congratulate you on becoming Rhode Island’s 
newest Governor.  We also want to deeply thank you for stepping into this role during these 
transformative times.  We are excited to have you as our new Governor and trust in your 
commitment to diversity, community and honorable leadership.

We at Outsider Collective know how vital small businesses are to the State of Rhode Island.  
Our passion is working alongside individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to 
support them in their efforts at becoming successful, self-employed artists. We have a gallery and 
studio space where our Members come everyday to create, grow and nurture friendships, learn 
and also sell their works of art within the beautiful Hope Artiste’s Village.  We are so fortunate 
to be able to help a community that has been neglected for so long and even more so since the 
start of the pandemic.

With the help and support of the State of Rhode Island through RISCA, we have been able to 
maneuver through this past year in the best possible way for the amazing individuals we are so 
lucky to serve.  We are looking forward to working with your Administration in the future and 
wish you nothing but the best in this magnificent opportunity for you and all of us in Rhode 
Island. 

Sincerely, 

Jess Lee Angelone 
President, Outsider Collective
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Mailing address: 
P.O.Box 72770 
Providence, RI  02907  
Tel: (401) 941-2749 Fax: (401) 941-2038 

 
        

 
          

            Quisqueya In Action, Inc.     
 
 
 
 
 
Governor Dan McKee 
 
State of Rhode Island Office of The Governor 
82 Smith Street, 
Providence, RI 02907 
 
 
Dear: Governor McKee 
 
I am writing this letter on behalf of Quisqueya In Action, Inc. and its Executive board  
members.  We want to congratulate you on the work you have done as Lt. Governor  
representing the people of Rhode Island and the community as a whole.  Quisqueya In Action,  
Inc. is even more excited on you becoming the next governor of our great state.   
Congratulations!!! Governor McKee.  We want to take the time to thank you for the great 
support you have given our organization by participating in our parade, festival, and other 
activities every year.  We also value the support we receive every  year from the state of 
Rhode Island through RISCA.  The support, involvement and commitment RISCA has 
demonstrated to the community at large here in providence and the state as a whole.  As the 
President of Quisqueya In Action, Inc. a non-profit 501-C3 volunteer organization since 1987.   
I am so pleased that this has built a special connection with RISCA and looks forward to 
continuing this relationship.   Congratulations!! Governor McKee. 
      
 
Again. Thank You. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marilyn Cepeda 
 
President 
Quisqueya In Action, Inc  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Providence Art Club
11 Thomas Street, Providence Rhode Island, 0203, phone: 401.331.1114, fax: 401.286.9527, www.providenceartclub.org

February 2021 

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

I am writing to offer my heartfelt congratulations on your inauguration and becoming Governor of Rhode 
Island. Your experience, service and leadership will continue to support Rhode Island during these 
challenging times.  

The Providence Art Club, founded in 1880, is one of Rhode Island’s historic and cultural jewels. We are 
so proud of the history that the PAC brings to the arts and Rhode Island. A celebrated and one of the most 
photographed streetscapes in the country, the PAC has worked to preserve its historic buildings and has 
remained dedicated to the spirit that inspired its beginning. “For Art Culture” are the words of our mission 
that we continue to build on with art exhibitions, classes, workshops and lectures, many of which are 
open to the public. With that said, our role in the community and the State of Rhode Island is equally 
important as we reach out and engage a broader audience of artists and art lovers.  

As an arts organization and non profit we look to our leadership for support and guidance. The Rhode 
Island State Council on the Arts is truly that anchor that binds us together and opens up new and creative 
opportunities for artists and organizations throughout Rhode Island. We are fortunate to have such a 
dedicated group of individuals that have made it their life’s work to promote, elevate and advocate for the 
arts and artists throughout our State. As you know, when arts and culture interweave in the fabric of a 
community, it helps cities attract tourists, diverse talent, brings about innovation and grows the economy.  

We value the support we get from the State through RISCA, and look forward to working with your 
administration.  

Warmest regards, 

Nancy Gaucher-Thomas, President 
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Governor Daniel J. McKee 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 
 
On behalf of the Providence Children’s Museum Board and Staff, I would like to 
congratulate you on your new role as the Governor of Rhode Island. Your 
advocacy for direct support of small businesses like ours was welcomed during 
the darkest months of the pandemic. We are thrilled for your leadership during 
this challenging time in our state and country. 
 
For the last 42 years, PCM has recognized and responded to the needs of Rhode 
Island families. We are the first stop on the learning pathway for the nearly 
200,000 children and caretakers we reach annually. Many of those families 
receive assistance; one third of our operating costs go to provide access to 
families who may otherwise be unable to visit us. We are typically the first 
cultural institution for children – giving them ownership within institutions from 
which they may otherwise feel excluded.  
 
Despite our building’s physical closure, we have continued to deliver on our 
promise to our community, embracing a digital platform to explore, create, and 
read with our visitors. We’ve found new and creative ways to serve even more 
communities in a deeper way, expanding our relationship with RIDE to offer 
courses and train teachers in the power of play, and partnering with local 
mental health agencies provide resources to families.  
 
We know the future is bright – and that families will always need joy. We are 
thankful for the support of our state partners, including the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts (RISCA) and the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities, 
who make it possible for us bring play to all families. We look forward to 
working with your administration in the coming years. 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
Caroline Payson  
Executive Director 



Februrary 3, 2021

Greetings Governor McKee, 

On behalf of Providence ¡CityArts! for Youth, I want to extend a warm welcome and 
congratulate you on your new appointment as Governor. We are excited for the 
myriad of exciting possibilities awaiting our beautiful state under the direction of 
your leadership.  

At ¡CityArts!, our mission has remained the same for 28 years: to ensure Providence 
youth have equitable access to performing and visual arts programs, unhindered by 
socio-economic barriers. Since 1992, ¡CityArts! has offered free in-school, 
after-school, and summer arts education to thousands of the city’s youth, ages 8 - 
14. We believe an arts education is central to youth empowerment, community
building, and social change.

For organizations such as ours, support from agencies like RISCA propel us 
continue the important work outlined in our mission. We greatly appreciate the 
generous support we receive from the State through RISCA. ¡CityArts! looks 
forward to working alongside your Administration.  

Sincerely, 

Taylor Jackson  
Executive Director, Providence ¡CityArts! for Youth 
891 Broad Street 
Providence, RI 02907 
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February 17, 2021 
 
State of RI Office of the Governor 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Governor McKee,  
 
On behalf of the City of Providence Department of Art, Culture + Tourism (ACT) I write to offer 
you hearty congratulations as you begin your work in our state’s highest office. 
 
For nearly two decades our department has ensured the continued development of a vibrant 
and creative capital city by integrating arts and culture into community life while showcasing 
Providence as an international cultural destination. Our grant-making, public art programs, 
technical assistance to the creative sector, and support for city services support a Providence 
that is a global destination for arts, humanities, and design, where neighbors celebrate diverse 
cultural and artistic experiences, and where all residents and visitors feel that a relationship to 
arts practice, making, and culture is a part of their everyday lives. The Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts (RISCA) is a critical partner in this work. 
 
We have been fortunate to not only receive financial support from RISCA as one of its grantees, 
but also benefit greatly from working with its entire staff collaboratively on creative workforce 
development, policy initiatives, and arts education programs. RISCA’s role as a convener and 
advocate for our community is crucial to the economic and social wellbeing of our creative 
sector, as evidenced by the key role that the organization has played during the COVID-19 crisis 
disbursing emergency funding through both an Artist Relief Fund, and acting as a pass-through 
for federal CARES Act funds.  
 
We look forward to continue working closely with your administration and RISCA as we rebuild 
from the crisis – indeed, we see our creative community as key to addressing both the material 
and psychological wellbeing of our state’s residents. 
    
 

 
 
Stephanie Fortunato  
Director  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2021 
 
Governor Daniel McKee 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 
 
On behalf of the Trustees and staff of Providence Public Library (PPL), I extend our sincere 
congratulations to you on becoming Governor of Rhode Island.  We look forward to the 
opportunity to welcome you in person one day soon to our newly renovated library! 
 
While the pandemic has curtailed our full reopening, we are happy to report that our library 
services for all Rhode Islanders continue both in our completely transformed building as well as 
virtually.  I’m sure you will agree, libraries have an incredibly important role in delivering critical 
community programs, services and resources, particularly during these challenging times.  I’m 
proud to say that PPL has not missed a beat over the past year as our staff has diligently worked 
to transition all of our cultural, educational and workforce development offerings  to the digital 
and virtual realms, serving 1,000+ adults and youth virtually since mid-March 2020. 

Unlike most libraries in Rhode Island, PPL is actually a private, nonprofit corporation.  In addition 
to our continued role as the RI Reference Resource Center (AskRI.org), we are focused on being 
a center for opportunity, learning and enrichment, guided by our community and partnerships, as 
well as maximizing our new space and statewide presence.  PPL is continually transforming and 
dedicated to providing equally transformative experiences for all Rhode Islanders.  

Over recent years, we have actively expanded our reach through high-impact statewide 
collaborations, particularly with educational institutions and community, arts, and cultural 
organizations.  Further, necessary and valuable support that we have received from the state 
through entities like the RI State Council on the Arts, RI Council for the Humanities, and RI 
Department of Education helps us continuously evolve and develop new and relevant offerings.  

Once again, Governor McKee, congratulations and we look forward to welcoming you to PPL and 
working with you and your administration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jack Martin 
Executive Director 
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RAISING 
,Inc. 

Raising hope ... Raising opportunities 

February 2, 2021 

Dear Governor, 

Congratulation to Governor McKee! 

We at Raising Hope Inc. congratulate you on becoming the governor of Rhode Island, and we are 
pleased to witness this transition. 

Raising Hope Inc. is a non-profit organization which started in Rhode Island in 2003. Our purpose is to 
cater to the needs of immigrant families and children in Rhode Island, by providing home care services, 
arts and cultural programs, after school enrichment activities, and supportive housing to adults with 
disabilities. 

Raising Hope has received a lot of support from the state through RISCA to promote arts and cultural 
programs to children and youth from low income and immigrant families in Rhode Island, and we look 
forward to working with your administration. Goodluck Governor!! 

Sincerely, 

���� 
Executive Director 

Raising Hope, Inc. 
807 Broad Street, Suite 220, Providence, RI 02907 

Tel. (401) 461-7878 • Fax. (401) 461-7879 
Email: iogbomo@gmail.com 



Presenting visionary performances  
by the world’s leading chamber music 
artists for over 65 years. 

Rhode Island Chamber Music Concerts 
PO Box 2631 
Providence, RI 02906

Administrative Office: 401-863-2416 
Box Office: 401-278-4588 
www.RICMC.ORG 

Governor Daniel McKee 
82 Smith St., Providence, RI 02903 

February 15, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Rhode Island Chamber Music Concerts, it is my pleasure to 
congratulate you on your appointment as Governor. 

Rhode Island Chamber Music Concerts is the oldest chamber music presenting organization in our state 
and among the longest-running chamber music series in the United States.  

For 70 years, we have been the primary presenter of concerts by internationally acclaimed chamber music 
ensembles to general audiences in Rhode Island.  

We take pride in enriching the cultural life of Rhode Island by bringing the world's leading classical music 
ensembles to perform here and share their vision with us. These are the same masterful artists who give 
sold-out concerts at the Celebrity Series of Boston, Carnegie Hall in New York, the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, at London's Wigmore Hall, and Vienna's Musikverein.  

Additionally, we provide substantial performance opportunities for emerging young ensembles who have 
recently won major international performance competitions and shine a spotlight on regional artists of 
extraordinary musicianship. 

Our ability to present artists of the highest caliber at affordable ticket prices is a defining hallmark of this 
historic series.  

RICMC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and depends critically upon private donations and grants we receive from 
the state through the Rhode Island State Council for the Arts. The musical arts are critical to the cultural 
well-being of our marvelous, creative state and I hope that you will have the opportunity to experience 
one of our life-affirming concerts next season downtown at McVinney Auditorium. 

Warmest Regards, 

Joseph Correia 
Executive Director 
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February 1, 2021 
 
Governor Dan J. McKee 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 
 
On behalf of the Rhode Island Civic Chorale & Orchestra, I want to congratulate you on becoming 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island.  
 
Since 1957, the Rhode Island Civic Chorale and Orchestra has contributed to the cultural life of the 
state through bringing choral and orchestral music to the people of Rhode Island. Our organization 
is a community of musicians from all walks of life who are united in their love of choral music. The 
chorale presents at least three major concerts each year, with repertoire ranging from classic choral 
masterpieces such as Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s Mass in B Minor, and Mozart’s Requiem to original 
works by contemporary composers. Just before the pandemic hit, we were scheduled to perform a 
concert titled American Voices, which showcased living American composers, and we intend to 
present this concert when we can return to the stage. Also for the past 12 years, we have supported 
music education through offering our annual Collegiate Vocal Competition that provides the 
opportunity for young singers to perform with full chorus and orchestra. We are a community of 
volunteers with a working Board, all of whom donate their time and resources to keep the 
organization vital. 
 
The annual support that the Rhode Island Civic Chorale & Orchestra receives from RISCA is essential 
to our forward progress and to sustain our present efforts. That is even more true in the time of this 
pandemic that has hit the artistic community enormously hard. We have been pursuing a significant 
weekly online program for our singers and supporters that includes singing, substantive lectures, 
and virtual performances. RISCA is a bridge to our return to full rehearsing and performing as soon 
as possible, we hope in the 2021-22 concert season. We are deeply indebted to RISCA and to you for 
your support of the arts. We look forward to working with you and your administration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary Tafuri Ross 
Board President, RI Civic Chorale & Orchestra 
https://ricco.org/  
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February 5, 2021 

The Honorable Daniel McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903  

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of the RISD Museum, I am writing with our sincerest congratulations on becoming 
Governor of Rhode Island.  

The RISD Museum acquires, preserves, exhibits, and interprets works of art and design 
representing diverse cultures from ancient times to the present. The museum was founded on 
the belief that art, artists, and the institutions that support them play pivotal roles in 
promoting broad civic engagement and creating more open societies. We interpret our 
collection with the focus on the maker and we deeply engage with art and artists, presenting 
ideas and perspectives that can be inspiring and complex. We aspire to create an accessible 
and inclusive environment that builds meaningful relationships across all communities.  

The museum holds more than 100,000 objects in our comprehensive collection of art and 
design and, in a typical year, we welcome nearly 125,000 visitors. Roughly 9,500 K-12 students 
come to the Museum from more than 60 schools a year. For many local children, coming to the 
RISD Museum is their first museum visit. Additionally, more than 33,000 members of the 
public enjoy free programming annually, including roughly 10,000 visitors participating in 
teen, family, and university-facilitated programs. The RISD Museum successfully pivoted to 
virtual programs after its closure due to COVID-19 in March 2020, and based on positive 
feedback and attendance, it is likely to continue its virtual offerings after reopening. Early 
participation data demonstrates a tremendous opportunity to expand audiences to national 
and international participants; just 40% of online participants have been local to Rhode 
Island, and for the first time, a nonnative-English-speaking country has been positioned at #2 
in program participation. The Museum is an integral part of RISD and the principal art 
museum for the city, state, and southeastern New England. Architectural Digest named the 
RISD Museum the best University Art Museum in America, and Fodor’s Travel named us 
among “20 Must-See Art Museums in America."  

We are very fortunate to have received significant support from our state for many years, 
namely through the granting programs administered by the Rhode Island State Council for the 
Arts. RISCA’s Investments in Arts and Culture grants continue to be integral to our success, 
particularly given that very few funders offer this type of general operating support to the arts 
and culture sector anymore. Capital funding from the State Cultural Facilities Grants has also 
enabled us to complete essential life safety renovations to both our 5th floor galleries in 2016-
17 and our historic original galleries (now the Helen and Jesse Metcalf galleries) in 2018-19.  

I hope that, once it is safe to do so, we can welcome you to the museum for a visit. We look 
forward to working with your administration in the coming years. 

Best wishes, 

Sarah Ganz Blythe 
Interim Director 
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Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

I am writing on behalf of Rhode Island Stage Ensemble to congratulate and welcome you as you prepare 
to assume your new role as governor of the state of Rhode Island! We at RISE were thrilled to hear that 
you were taking on this important role, and we truly feel we are in excellent hands as we continue on 
through this challenging period in our history. 

In case you are not familiar with our company, we have been producing community theater in Rhode 
Island since 2006. Had it not been for the pandemic, we would have been celebrating our fifteenth 
anniversary season this year. We have a proud history that spans multiple performance venues, from 
the Columbus Theater in Providence to the Stadium in Woonsocket and the Assembly in Burrillville. 
Currently based in Woonsocket's historic Masonic Hall, we are a fixture of the northern RI community, a 
vital part of the local arts scene, and (very proudly) the host company for Lenny Schwartz’s Daydream 
Theater, a true legacy theater institution here in Rhode Island. A non-profit, non-professional theater 
company, RISE was founded in 2006 by a group of dedicated individuals whose collective experience 
spanned many theatrical disciplines, from marketing and finance to tech, direction, acting, design, and 
theater education. Our driving goal is to serve our local community as a rich source of storytelling, 
personal expression, and education. If you would like to know more about us, please visit our website at 
www.ristage.org. 

I am also writing to express our ongoing gratitude to RISCA for generously supporting our work through 
the years, most crucially with this past year’s pandemic relief grant, which has allowed us to continue 
paying our rent and insurance expenses throughout this difficult time. We deeply value this support, and 
hope to continue our partnership with RISCA through the years ahead as we get back on our feet and 
get back to producing amazing homegrown theater for our community. We look forward to working 
with you! 

Sincerely, 

Christian O’Neill, MA, MFA 
Artistic Director, RISE 
2/15/2021 
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Governor Daniel McKee 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of Riverzedge Arts, a youth-serving organization in Woonsocket, RI, I am excited to join our state’s 
thriving arts community in congratulating you on your new role as Governor.  

At Riverzedge Arts, we use innovative applied and work-based learning strategies to teach art, design, and 
critical thinking to the youth of northern RI, providing our participants as well as our community with a path to 
economic and cultural sustainability. Our purpose is to supplement the traditional educational and 
professionalization opportunities offered throughout northern RI’s middle and high schools, and to ensure that all 
of our participants graduate high school prepared to enter higher education or one of the many in-demand 
fields in Rhode Island. 

The support we receive from the RI State Council on the Arts is crucial to continuing our workforce training. A 
“Council on the Arts,” RISCA not only supports the creation of art and design projects, but also creates and 
sustains careers for artists and creative entrepreneurs as well. Without RISCA’s support, Riverzedge Arts and 
many other organizations will find it difficult to continue the work that enriches our state and enables us to 
employ artists and creatives in so many vibrant sectors of our economy. 

Congratulations, once, again, on your new role as Governor. Please call on us for support, information, or any 
other resources we might be able to contribute to your administration to keep our state thriving, even during 
these challenging times. 

Best regards, 

Kristen A. Williams, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
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 2587 Kingstown Road, Kingston, Rhode Island 02881 

February 2, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee: 

      I appreciate this opportunity as President of the South County Art 
Association (SCAA) in Kingston, Rhode Island to congratulate you on 
becoming Governor of Rhode Island. You deserve the unequivocal support 
of all Rhode Islanders and we support your efforts as you lead our state 
through such a challenging time. 

  Allow me to introduce you to the South County Art Association (SCAA).  
Located in the historic town of Kingston, the South County Art Association 
was established as a non-profit organization in 1929, another period of 
great upheaval.  As a long standing arts organization, the SCAA has deep 
roots in the community.  We encourage the creation, visibility, and 
appreciation of artwork through our 370 plus membership, year round 
quality arts education, ten juried and organized exhibitions and other 
shared artistic experiences. In all of these instances, the SCAA contributes 
to the vitality, cultural, educational and economic life of Rhode Island.

      This month we were pleased to hear we received a grant from the 
Rhode Island State Council of the Arts (RISCA) to provide student art 
mentorships.  This program will assist high school seniors with senior art 
projects by matching them with an artistic mentor from the SCAA to 
support and guide them through this process. We deeply value the support 
we get from the State through RISCA, and look forward to working with 
your Administration. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Sullivan 
Board President 
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Governor Daniel McKee
State Capitol
Providence, RI 
02903

February 12, 2021

Dear Governor McKee:

Stages of Freedom and its board of directors congratulate you on becoming Governor and 
welcome you to our great state’s highest office.

For five years, Stages of Freedom has devoted itself to using the arts to tell the exciting story of 
African American life in Rhode Island, bringing together thousands of people across the state
and beyond to experience and celebrate creativity, accomplishment and excellence. Through 
concerts, exhibits, lectures, theatre and art, we are connecting people of all backgrounds to the
power of our collective history.

Please know how much we value and rely upon the support we receive from the State through 
RISCA and its wonderful staff to do this work. We look forward to our continued collaboration
with them and your Administration.

To learn more about us, visit: StagesofFreedom.org

Sincerely,

Cheryl Jordan
Board President

Ray Rickman
Executive Director

Robb Dimmick
Program Director
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February 2, 2021 

The Honorable Daniel McKee 

Lt. Governor of Rhode Island 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

Our organization would like to congratulate you on becoming Governor. We are excited 

and encouraged by this transition in regards to the Rhode Island arts community. 

The State Ballet of Rhode Island is a 501(c)(3) organization whose purpose is to create, 

present and preserve classical ballet in Rhode Island and nearby MA. For over 60 years, 

we have been serving artists and audiences through on-stage performances, community 

collaborations and educational programming. We are proud and fortunate enough to be 

helping to keep the arts alive throughout the pandemic with the support of RISCA and 

Commerce RI’s “Take it Outside” Initiative grant. 

We truly value the support we get from the State and RISCA and we look forward to 

working with your administration. 

Sincerely, 

Ana Marsden Fox 

Executive Director 

The State Ballet of Rhode Island 

52 Sherman Avenue The State Ballet of Rhode Island 401-334-2560

Lincoln, RI 02865 RI’s First Established Classical Ballet

Company in Residence www.stateballet.com 
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Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

February 2, 2021 
Dear Governor McKee, 

Congratulations on becoming Governor of our fine State! As you certainly know, Rhode Island is one 
of the most creative and supportive environments for the arts. Everyone is touched by the projects of 
our cultural workers and has the chance to join and share their stories. 

When you visited the Steel Yard in 2019, we had just completed renovations on our studios. Since then, 
we have continued to develop programs that serve local artists while preparing people for careers in 
design and manufacturing. We are working especially hard this year to engage marginalized 
communities that have been historically left out of the industrial arts, with new scholarships and 
installations across the state. 

RISCA has been a critical partner in maintaining our work with ongoing support of the creative sector. 
The operating grants and cultural facilities bond money we received, inspired donations worth many 
times the initial investment. In addition, RISCA offers training, best practices, professional 
development and peer learning that connect the entire sector. 

As you forge ahead, know that you will have the full support of the Steel Yard and the creative 
community. Together we can meet the promise of cultural access for everyone, while building back a 
new and improved creative economy. 

Please reach out if there is anything that we can do to help. 

Stay Safe, 

Howie Sneider 
Executive Director 
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Swamp Meadow Community Theatre Inc.

P.O. Box 213

Foster RI 02825

February 2021

Dear Governor McKee,

My organization sends our congratulations to you as our new Governor!  We wish you all the best as 

you assume you new duties.

We are an all volunteer community theater company based in Foster RI since 2002. We perform 

primarily at the Captain Isaac Paine School in Foster, but hope to someday soon have a performance 

space of our own. Our mission is to build community through theater by producing quality 

entertainment for all ages in a safe and inclusive environment. We strive to provide an opportunity for 

everyone to take part and succeed in all aspects of theater production.  

We appreciate our state's valuable support of the performing arts though the Rhode Island State Council

on the Arts, and look forward to working with your administration.

Sincerely,

Andy Affleck

Executive Director, Swamp Meadow Community Theatre

Director@SwampMeadow.org

http://SwampMeadow.org 
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February 17, 2021

The Honorable Governor Daniel McKee
The State House
Smith Street
Providence, RI  02903

Dear Governor McKee,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, actors, artists and staff, I am writing to express my 
sincere congratulations on your becoming our next Governor of Rhode Island.

Teatro ECAS is a Providence, RI based, 501(c)(3) non-profit arts organization offering the 
highest quality Spanish-language theater to audiences throughout Southeastern New England 
since 1997.  In the past 24 years, we have grown to become the largest independent Spanish 
language theater in New England.  

We are very grateful for the generous support from the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts over two decades.  Our success depends in great measure on your consistent support, and 
that of many other like-minded individuals and agencies.    Thank you again for your support of
Latinx theatre and culture and I hope I will see you soon at the theater! Now with English 
translations simulcast supertitles.

We look forward to working with your administration in the coming weeks.

Sincerely,

Francis Parra
Artistic and Executive Director

57 Parkis Avenue P.O. Box 27124 – Providence, RI 02907 – Tel. (401) 421-ECAS  – Email: 
fparra@teatroecas.org         Facebook/ecas theater    www.teatroecas.org
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Friends of The Rhody Center, Inc. 
410 Tiogue Avenue, Coventry, RI 02816 
(401) 475-5955 · therhodycenter.org

February 10, 2021 

Lt. Governor Dan McKee 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

The Rhody Center would like to congratulate you on your upcoming transition to the 
position of Governor for the State of Rhode Island. We know that you will lead Rhode 
Island though the rest of this difficult time, and help bring us back to a state of 
normalcy. 

As we are a very small organization, I’d like to take a moment to explain what the Rhody 
Center is all about. We are a nonprofit school for music and dance located in Coventry. 
We offer instruction in a wide range of traditions, from Irish step dance, to flamenco, to 
ukulele. Our non-competitive environment focuses on cultural diversity and serves 
Rhode Islanders from kids to adults. 

Through RISCA, we are able to offer free instruction to kids in our steel drum and Latin 
percussion ensembles. We truly appreciate the support we get from the State, and we 
look forward to continuing our relationship with your administration.  

Very Truly Yours, 

Julie M. Raimondi 
Executive Director 
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February 2021 
Governor Daniel McKee 
Office of the Governor   
82 Smith Street   
Providence, RI 02903   

Dear Governor McKee:   

From all of us at Trinity Rep, congratulations on becoming Rhode Island’s Governor. 

Trinity Rep uses dramatic art as a catalyst for learning, community building, and social 
justice. Our mission is to reinvent the public square with dramatic art that stimulates, 
educates, and engages our diverse community in a continuing dialogue. We do this through 
nationally recognized stage productions, a professional resident acting company, graduate 
training programs offered in partnership with Brown University, lifelong learning opportunities, 
and arts education programs that reach students in grades K-12. In 2013, we were named the 
State Theater of Rhode Island.  

In a typical year, we serve more than 100,000 people and provide nearly $21 million in direct 
and indirect economic benefit in the surrounding community, supporting over 500 jobs. We 
provide programs and services to our state’s residents in the following areas:   
• Education: Trinity provides on-premise classes and training for students in

kindergarten through post-graduate, in-school workshops, afterschool programs, summer
camps, and arts integration programs to teach core curricular subjects to English language
learners and underserved students in Providence’s lowest performing schools.

• Economic Advancement and Job Training: Trinity operates school-to-career activities that
provide trade apprenticeships; workforce training for veterans; professional development
for teachers, lawyers, and sales and customer service professionals; and graduate
conservatory training with free tuition. Additionally, performance attendance supports jobs
in area retail, food service, and parking establishments.

• Civic and Community Engagement: Trinity actively partners with social service,
educational, arts, and humanities organizations to provide free opportunities and
advancement for the people they serve. In addition, Trinity brings free humanities-based
and bilingual programming to public spaces and community centers.

• Healthcare and Lifelong Learning: Trinity is a national leader in arts clinical services and
programming for people on the autism spectrum and with other cognitive and physical
disabilities. Trinity also provides lifelong learning for older adults, which research
demonstrates leads to higher cognitive functioning and lower rates of both hypertension
and limitations to physical functioning.

• Creative Expression: Trinity provides area residents and tourists with opportunities to
experience and participate in creative expression that builds 21st century skills in empathy,
self-esteem, teamwork, conflict resolution, and critical thinking.

We are grateful for the support we receive from the State of Rhode Island and the Rhode Island 
State Council on the Arts. The arts and culture sector has long-served as a critical part of Rhode 
Island’s economy and identity. We look forward to working with you and your administration to 
help our region thrive.   

Sincerely, 

Curt Columbus, Artistic Director Tom Parrish, Executive Director 
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WARWICK CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

3259 Post Road       Warwick, RI 02886         (401) -737-0010     www.warwickcfa.org 

February	16,	2021	

Governor	Daniel	J.	McKee	
Rhode	Island	State	House	
82	Smith	Street	
Providence,	RI	02903	

Dear	Governor	McKee,	

On	behalf	of	the	Board	of	Directors	and	Staff	of	the	Warwick	Center	for	the	Arts,	we	
would	like	to	congratulate	you	on	your	new	position	as	Governor	of	Rhode	Island.			
We	know	that	your	commitment	to	small	businesses	and	economic	opportunities	
for	all	Rhode	Islanders	will	have	a	positive	impact	on	all	our	lives.		We	look	forward	
to	your	continued	championing	of	our	cities	and	towns.			

At	our	core,	the	Warwick	Center	for	the	Arts	is	committed	to	serving	as	a	center	
dedicated	to	uniting	the	community	through	the	arts.	We	will	connect	all	ages	and	
abilities	to	a	variety	of	arts	activities	through	exhibits,	educational	programs	and	
cultural	experiences.	Emerging	and	established	artists	will	find	a	unique	and	
inviting	space	in	which	to	share	their	creative	vision	with	the	community.		For	our	
young	Rhode	Islanders,	we	offer	summer	&	vacation	art	camps,	as	well	as	
specialized	shows	and	exhibits	geared	towards	student	artists.		For	our	more	
established	artist	members,	we	host	juried	shows	and	exhibits	that	draw	in	world-
class	artists.		Our	exhibits	and	receptions	are	free	and	open	to	the	public,	and	we	
always	welcome	visitors	from	our	community.	

Over	the	past	year,	we	have	come	together	as	a	community	to	navigate	through	the	
Covid19	crisis.		The	support	that	we	received	from	the	State	of	Rhode	Island	
through	RISCA	has	been	a	lifeboat	for	us,	and	it	has	truly	allowed	us	to	stay	afloat.		I	
would	like	to	highlight	one	new	program	that	has	come	forth	from	this	experience.		
When	we	realized	that	graduating	college	and	high	school	students	were	not	able	to	
participate	in	year-end	exhibits	at	school,	we	created	“Emerging	2020”,	a	live	show	
featuring	artwork	from	students	aged	16-22.		Based	on	the	positive	feedback	this	
show	received,	we	have	decided	to	make	it	a	recurring	part	of	our	repertoire	and	
will	be	hosting	“Emerging	2021”	in	June.		We	look	forward	to	working	with	your	
Administration	and	RISCA	to	continue	providing	innovative	arts	programs	for	our	
community	for	years	to	come.	

Sincerely,	

Rebecca	Stockdill	
President,	Board	of	Director	
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PO Box 443, East Greenwich, RI 02818 
www.WSORI.org 

WSORI.org@gmail.com 
401.287.8338 

Governor Daniel McKee 
Office of the Governor 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of the Warwick Symphony Orchestra-- Rhode Island’s longest continuously operating 
community-based orchestra, we would like to welcome you as you ascend to the position of 
Governor of Rhode Island.  Upon assuming this role as the leader of our state, we wish you the very 
best for a smooth transition as well as cooperation from all sectors to ensure health and prosperity 
for all Rhode Islanders. 

Warwick Symphony Orchestra is highly committed to our role in sustaining the Rhode Island music 
community.  First established in 1966 by George Low as a continuing education opportunity through 
the Warwick Public Schools, the WSO continues as a regional orchestra with a diverse membership, 
offering accessible programs in a variety of settings.  WSO presents music representing the changing 
interests of our community and we strive to balance concerts with music that is readily recognizable 
along with those that can develop our audience’s understanding of and appreciation for classical 
and contemporary music.  We seek to share our creative work with communities that may not 
otherwise have easy access to quality live music events with our expanding membership of amateur 
adults, high school and college students, retired professionals, music educators, and life-long 
learners.  Furthermore, the WSO is dedicated to the social, spiritual, and cognitive benefits of 
presenting and attending live performances-- and we so look forward to returning to this practice as 
soon as possible!  

As an artistic asset within our community, our membership believes that music brings people 
together.  It is with that collaborative spirit that we welcome your Administration and look forward to 
opportunities for further engagement with the State of Rhode Island and through the Rhode Island 
State Council on the Arts.   

Most sincerely, 

Catherine Gagnon 
Music Director 
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The Honorable Daniel J. McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

February 3, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee; 

On behalf of the WaterFire Providence board, staff and thousands of volunteers congratulations on being appointed 
the 76th Governor of Rhode Island. It was just a few short years ago that we proudly created a special WaterFire 
event to celebrate your inauguration as Lt. Governor!  

Over the past 26 years, more than 15,000,000 visitors have come from around the globe to Providence to experience 
art outside, at night, in what would otherwise be a dark and empty, and potentially dangerous, downtown park and city 
streets. Today, WaterFire draws approximately 1,000,000 visitors a year with many sleeping in our hotels, eating in 
our restaurants, shopping in our stores and paying admission to some of the other extraordinary arts and cultural 
offerings across the state. Annually, WaterFire activity creates over $114,000,000 in economic output which generates 
more than $9,000,000 in direct tax revenue for the State of RI and supports 1,294 jobs for community residents. 
Additionally, WaterFire attracts earned traditional and new media valued at millions of dollars that paints Providence 
and Rhode Island in a positive light, strengthening their respective Creative Capital and State for the Arts brands, and 
helping make them a top international cultural tourism destination. 

Over the past year, during the pandemic, WaterFire has safely produced over 200 live in-person and virtual events in 
and around the WaterFire Arts Center in the underserved Valley/Olneyville neighborhood. As of this writing, we are 
one of the few cultural institutions that is hosting COVID safe, physically distanced exhibitions and performances in the 
region. We invite you to join us and experience the spectacular glass sculptures of Howard Ben Tré, which is on 
exhibit until March 7, 2021, to see world renowned art created right here in Rhode Island.  

Our annual Rhode Island State Designated Grant, and all of the support we receive from RISCA, is critical to our 
ability to create, sustain and continue to grow our significant economic and cultural community impacts. We look 
forward to working with you and your team in making Rhode Island an even better place to live, work and visit. Thank 
you for your service.  

Please feel free to reach out to us any time with any questions or requests. 

Warmest regards, 

Peter A. Mello Barnaby Evans 
Managing Director + coCEO Executive Artistic Director + coCEO 
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What Cheer Writers Club 
160 Westminster St, 

Floor 2 
Providence, RI 02903 

 
(401) 307 – 2450 

www.whatcheerclub.org 
 
 
 
 
Dear Governor McKee, 
 
 
What Cheer Writers Club would like to extend our congratulations to you on becoming Governor 
of our beloved state.  
 
 
What Cheer Writers Club is a 501c3 nonprofit working in the arts sector for creatives across 
Rhode Island, specifically writers, illustrators, and podcasters. Our staff of three works out of 
Providence – from our downtown location during pre-pandemic times – striving to support those 
who are working and creating all across the state. 
 
 
Our organization was created in 2018 and since then we have offered a space for Rhode Island 
creatives to work on their projects, find connections within the community, learn sustaining 
business practices from local professionals, and more. These offerings have gone hand in hand 
with our partnerships to other Rhode Island organizations such as The Avenue Concept, RI Latino 
Arts, RISCA, RICH, RI Black Storytellers, and Providence Community Libraries. 
 
 
It is our mission to bolster those creating the art of the written, spoken, and illustrated word from 
right here in Rhode Island and, thus, sustain Rhode Island’s reputation as a creative capital. We 
hope to continue doing this work for years to come. 
 
 
We value the support we get from the state through RISCA to help make our mission successful, 
and we look forward to working with your administration to continue that. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
What Cheer Writers Club Staff & Board 
 
 
 
 



Wickford Art Association – 36 Beach Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852 / 401.294.6840 / wickfordart.org 

36 Beach Street, North Kingstown RI 02852 | wickfordart.org | 401.294.6840 | We Are Art! 

Governor Daniel McKee 
Office of the Governor 
Rhode Island State House 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee: 

On behalf of the Wickford Art Association, we would like to welcome you as you assume the position of 
Governor of Rhode Island.  We wish you the very best as the leader of Rhode Island during these challenging 
times and look forward to working with you and your team to ensure the cultural viability of our region. 

Our creative community has worked closely in the past year to guarantee the continuation of our 
programming.  Always seeking to enhance our offerings for active exhibiting artists, students seeking to 
further develop their skills, and the community-at-large who benefit from the many offerings at our beach-
side facility in North Kingstown, in the coming year Wickford Art Association anticipates a period of further 
growth.  This will include an expansion of online education offerings, ongoing virtual galleries, a return of on-
site classes and workshops with new safety procedures and air quality controls in place, special events and 
collaborative programming that directly impact artist’s professional development, new exhibits intended to 
challenge our artists and broaden our reach, community outreach events that examine the arts beyond the 
visual alone, and high-quality short-term offerings for children.  

Since 1962, Wickford Art Association has produced the nationally recognized summer Wickford Arts Festival.  
Returning in 2021 in a modified, but dynamic format, the Festival has drawn over 60,000 visitors in past years 
and has resulted in substantial revenue for artists and area businesses alike.  While we understand that the 
2021 Festival will likely draw smaller audiences, we have redesigned in a more flexible format and will expand 
our reach across the nation through a new e-commerce website promoting our exhibitors. That online store 
will also directly impact member-artist sales as it will provide a platform for exhibited works well past the 
term of a regular in-gallery exhibit. Our highest-level of member-artists will also benefit from this site as a tool 
for advocacy and to generate interest in their creative output. 

WAA so appreciates the ongoing support of the State of Rhode Island through the Senate Legislative Grant 
program and for the many initiatives provided through the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts.  We look 
forward to working with your Administration through these avenues and beyond. 

Most sincerely, 

Aileen Garrigues, President - Board of Directors 
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The Wilbury Theatre Group | 40 Sonoma Court, Providence RI 02909 | 401.400.7100 | www.thewilburygroup.org 

February 1, 2021 

Dear Governor McKee, 

Congratulations on your appointment to the Governorship! Your work on behalf of small 
businesses like ours has been a beacon of hope through the pandemic, and we here at The 
Wilbury Theatre Group are thrilled to see you rise and take the reins to see us through the road 
ahead.  

As you know, The Wilbury Theatre Group is a professional nonprofit theatre company based 
out of the Olneyville neighborhood of Providence. Before the pandemic we were busy year-
round with our productions, but it’s in the post-COVID world that our work has really taken off. 
We work with some of the most groundbreaking and passionate artists from throughout the 
state here at The Wilbury Group, and the audiences who support us understand the incredible 
value that a risk-taking theatre company provides to our state both in terms of artistic merit 
and in economic activity. And I know that you share those values Governor McKee. Your work 
has shown that you have a deep appreciation for the artists and entrepreneurs that make 
innovation and growth happen, often on a shoestring budget. With your support, we look 
forward to many more years of growth ahead.  

The support that we receive from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts has sustained us in 
good times, but it’s become more necessary and appreciated than ever throughout the 
pandemic. I know that under your leadership the work that RISCA does to support organizations 
like ours will continue, and I very much look forward to working with you to make that happen.  

Please know that you have our full support. If there’s every any way that I or The Wilbury Group 
may be of service , please feel free to reach me directly at 401.855.2460 or via email at 
josh@thewilburygroup.org.  

Congratulations again, and thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

Josh Short 
Artistic Director 
The Wilbury Theatre Group 
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45 Eagle Street, Suite 202 • Providence RI 02909 

(401) 861-9046 • FAX (401) 861-9038 

www.wrwc.org 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Dear Governor Dan McGee: 
 
The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council welcomes and congratulates  
you on becoming Governor for the State of RI!   
 
The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council is a non- profit organization that works tirelessly to 
revitalize the Woonasquatucket River as a catalyst for economic development. We have created the 
unique Woonasquatucket Greenway (Greenway), a bike path linked and activated by park spaces, 
leveraging over $250M in the surrounding river neighborhoods.  What once was the “red light” 
district is now becoming a place where people want to raise their families.   
 
In the nineties when we began, the river was forgotten and the surrounding lands down trodden and 
practically abandoned. Donigian Park was once home to MS 13 gang, prostitution, and drug use.  
Riverside Park was once an abandoned derelict mill property and Merino park was closed off to 830 
families, mainly women and children without access to a vehicle. As you know (because we saw you 
there), Donigian Park is revitalized, Riverside Park is now a brownfield turned greenfield that 
includes a fish ladder, community garden, the Red Shed Bike Shop (home of summer bike camp), 
stage, picnic area, and playgrounds, and Merino Park is open and host to thousands of soccer players.  
 
None of this could have been done without the help of the local artists. Engaging the residents to 
take control, transform and activate the spaces was not only done by cleaning up the park, engaging 
the police, parks departments and council people, but by creating lasting activities with artists that 
planted “the seed of change” in the spaces.  
 
Artists participated in greenway festivals, hosted film festivals, dance and mask making workshops.  
They worked with residents to create murals on graffiti littered walls, painted banners and signage. 
They created mosaics murals, bollards and bird houses at park entrances. They taught youth how to 
mix colors and weld. They have created fences out of bike wheels, adorned gates and walls with 
metal fish, created giant sculptures of metal flowers, created unique picnic tables, benches, self- -
watering planters, living arbors to create shade, all to make our Greenway and park spaces unique.  
We have created a special place by engaging so many residents and artists to help transform this once 
abandoned land into a gem for the state of RI.   
 
We value the support that we receive from RISCA and look forward to working together with your 
administration. Our current grant with RISCA will now fund another educational and beautiful 
project, a rain keep with artist Allison Newsome. Her sculpture will water landscapes and teach 
residents about the important connection between rain, preventing flooding and keeping the river 
clean. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alicia J Lehrer 
Executive Director 
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February 1, 2021 
 
Dear Governor Dan McGee: 
 
The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council welcomes and congratulates  
you on becoming Governor for the State of RI!   
 
The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council is a non- profit organization that works tirelessly to 
revitalize the Woonasquatucket River as a catalyst for economic development. We have created the 
unique Woonasquatucket Greenway (Greenway), a bike path linked and activated by park spaces, 
leveraging over $250M in the surrounding river neighborhoods.  What once was the “red light” 
district is now becoming a place where people want to raise their families.   
 
In the nineties when we began, the river was forgotten and the surrounding lands down trodden and 
practically abandoned. Donigian Park was once home to MS 13 gang, prostitution, and drug use.  
Riverside Park was once an abandoned derelict mill property and Merino park was closed off to 830 
families, mainly women and children without access to a vehicle. As you know (because we saw you 
there), Donigian Park is revitalized, Riverside Park is now a brownfield turned greenfield that 
includes a fish ladder, community garden, the Red Shed Bike Shop (home of summer bike camp), 
stage, picnic area, and playgrounds, and Merino Park is open and host to thousands of soccer players.  
 
None of this could have been done without the help of the local artists. Engaging the residents to 
take control, transform and activate the spaces was not only done by cleaning up the park, engaging 
the police, parks departments and council people, but by creating lasting activities with artists that 
planted “the seed of change” in the spaces.  
 
Artists participated in greenway festivals, hosted film festivals, dance and mask making workshops.  
They worked with residents to create murals on graffiti littered walls, painted banners and signage. 
They created mosaics murals, bollards and bird houses at park entrances. They taught youth how to 
mix colors and weld. They have created fences out of bike wheels, adorned gates and walls with 
metal fish, created giant sculptures of metal flowers, created unique picnic tables, benches, self- -
watering planters, living arbors to create shade, all to make our Greenway and park spaces unique.  
We have created a special place by engaging so many residents and artists to help transform this once 
abandoned land into a gem for the state of RI.   
 
We value the support that we receive from RISCA and look forward to working together with your 
administration. Our current grant with RISCA will now fund another educational and beautiful 
project, a rain keep with artist Allison Newsome. Her sculpture will water landscapes and teach 
residents about the important connection between rain, preventing flooding and keeping the river 
clean. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alicia J Lehrer 
Executive Director 
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Lt. Governor Daniel McKee visits a RISCA-funded artist residency program
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Allison Newsome 
4014891640 
Rainkeep.com 
Allisonnewsome.com 
 
 
Dear  Governor Dan McKee, 

 
We met over the summer at the inauguration of the RI Slave History Medallion 
installation at Bowen Wharf . I worked with Charles Roberts,  to create a “Soul 

Effigy”angel, an artistic representation of work by  the enslaved stone carver Pompe 

Stevens who in 1768 carved and signed one of the first pieces of African American 

artwork still existing in North America.  
I want to welcome you to your new position as Governor of Rhode Island.  
Over the years RISCA has been a big supporter of my work with independent studio art 
grants,  artist residencies with our public school systems,  and every summer for five 
years for ‘Governor's Day  when I was hired by RISCA to create works of art with the 
public at Roger Wheeler State Beach.  RISCA has made a large impact on my work 
over the years and will hopefully continue to do so for many generations of artists in 
Rhode Island.  All the best Allison 
 





Dear Lt. Governor McKee, 

 

Congratulations on your impending governorship! My name is Becci Davis. As an artist, 

educator, and mother, I am involved in several communities. I live in Wakefield where I 

am an active member of Toward an Anti-Racist South Kingstown and serve on its 

Steering Committee. In Providence, I work as an adjunct lecturer at Brown University. In 

Olneyville, I am a member of the WARP Collective where I share a studio space. I also 

serve on the Providence Special Committee for the Review of Commemorative Works 

and on the boards of the Dirt Palace Public Projects and AS220. I have been blessed with 

the opportunity to collaborate with a number of Rhode Island institutions, including 

Providence Public Library, the RISD Museum, the Downtown Providence Parks 

Conservancy, Jamestown Art Center, the Hera Gallery, SistaFire, PVD CityArts, the 

Rhode Island Historical Society, the State Archives, and the Department of Art, Culture 

+ Tourism. It is important to share these connections because it demonstrates the 

importance of art, education, and humanities in the state and how they are deeply 

interconnected. I am grateful to live in place that values the lessons of history, the 

significance of art in our daily lives, and the importance of civic engagement. 

 

As the proud recipient of the 2018 RISCA Fellowship in New Genres, I can speak on the 

value of financial support as an independent artist. I launched 3 major ongoing projects 

during my tenure as a RISCA fellow that would not have been possible without the funds 

and institutional support that the award provided. In my service work, curatorial 

projects, and collaborations, I witness the power that RISCA has to fuel art-making 

across the state. From funding public art works, interactive installations, and 

performances, to workshops and public programming, the support that RISCA offers to 

artists and organizations is immeasurable. Rhode Island has a vibrant, engaged, and 

prolific community of artists creating brilliant and impactful work. This work enriches 

the lives of all of the state’s citizens. These artists cannot contribute to the larger 

community if they are struggling to survive. I hope that as our new Governor, you will 

continue to value the art produced in our great state and the people who create it. Thank 

you for your time and your public service. 

 

Wishing you continued wellness and a successful governorship, 

Becci 



Becky Bass
Musician / Vocalist / Actor / Teaching Artist
East Providence, RI 02915

February 20, 2021

Dear Governor Dan McKee,

Congratulations! I want to welcome you to your new appointment of Governor of Rhode 
Island as a local artist and small business owner from the RI arts community. My name is 
Becky Bass and I am a vocalist, steel pannist, actor, and teaching artist here. I was born 
and raised in St. Croix in the US Virgin Islands, but came to RI in 2009 to attend Brown 
University. In 2013, I graduated from Brown with a Bachelor’s degree in Theatre Arts 
and Performance Studies. As an Afro-Caribbean artist in the community, I aim to utilize 
my talent to highlight Caribbean music’s evolution through human necessity and 
resilience, and share the complex history of Caribbean music and its influence on the 
U.S. I’ve also had the wonderful opportunity to perform with and for many renowned, 
award-winning international acts as well as on many professional theaters across New 
England. During my free time, I have also had the pleasure of working with FirstWorks, 
the Arts, Culture, and Tourism Department, the PPSD, Stages of Freedom, and RISCA to 
teach music & theatre to students all over the state. I believe giving back and mentoring 
youth are one of the most significant aspects of being an artist in the community.

Many of these organizations have provided immense support for us local artists, 
especially during these unprecedented times we are currently experiencing - RISCA 
being one of them. They have been such a blessing! They have not only provided us with 
constant support emotionally, mentally, and for our business, but also financially. I 
received two of their Covid-19 Artist Relief Fund awards that have honestly made a 
monumental difference for me. I felt all hope was lost when my only source of income 
had been completely eliminated due to the pandemic. Everything that RISCA has done 
and continues to do for RI artists is truly heaven sent.

Rhode Island has become my second home and I owe so much of my success, growth, 
and who I am as an artist to this community! My hope is that you will continue to 
contribute and show your support & appreciation to the RI arts community. Without these 
amazing arts programs and organizations, we just wouldn’t be the vibrant, creative, 
diverse, supportive, and unique community we are today!

Thank you, and I look forward to what we can do together to continue uplifting the RI 
arts community!

Sincerely,
Becky Bass



Bally Humanufactured, LLC 
Boris Bally, 789 Atwells Avenue, Providence, RI 02909-2503 USA 
Tel 401-556-6615      Cell 401-556-6615    boris@BorisBally.com 

Dear Governor Dan McKee, 
 
Congratulations on your new position as the Governor of Rhode Island!  I am eagerly looking 
forward to your new leadership and optimistic that you will guide us well during these trying times. As 
you are surely aware, we are proud that this state has an un-rivaled creative arts community with 
national standing.   
 
I am a metals artist trained as a goldsmith but currently employing recycled materials such as scrap 
aluminum traffic signs, dismembered buy-back weapons and champagne corks. My work is featured 
in museum collections globally.  The Smithsonian Institution has work of mine in several museums. 
Recently, I was interviewed for the Archives of Americal Art: Oral History project which is now 
available online. 
 
My wife, Lynn Taylor, M.D., and I moved to Pawtucket from Pittsburgh in 1997. She ‘matched’ her 
medical residency at Brown University and I moved my entire metal studio to this state.  A year later, 
we purchased, rescued and renovated a delapidated American Legion Building, an Olneyville 
landmark slated for demolition. HGTV even did a feature on our project. The building has housed my 
metal arts studio and business since.  
 
I have welcomed the region’s art and design students ranging from elementary, high school to college 
(Massachusetts College of Art, Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), Rhode Island College (RIC), 
Metalwerx) even the Girl Scouts to explore my studio. National Collectors and Museum groups 
include my studio on their tours. I have employed at-risk youth, graduates from RIC and had interns 
from RISD as well as an exchange student from Ireland. As a former civic building, I have always 
thought it important to welcome the public for fundraisers including Planned Parenthood, Moms 
Demand Action, the Rhode Island Coalition Against Gun Violence, Aids Care Ocean State and the 
Brown Immunology Center of the Miriam Hospital and political candidates.  We absolutely love living 
and working in Rhode Island and have made deep roots here.  Our two children have been raised 
and educated here.    
 
The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA), passionately led by Randy Rosenbaum, has 
continued to be my ally and supporter since moving here over twenty years ago.  I have been 
fortunate to receive support via several Fellowship Grants which have furthered my artistic 
develoment.  RISCA has invited me to be a fellowship juror on several occasions.  They are keen to 
realize the importance of collaborations and of fostering relationships between the business and 
creative communities.  RISCA has been accessible, genuine and true to their mission of supporting, 
educating and assisting my colleagues, artists working in all media and genres.  
 
I know the arts community joins me in anticipating your leadership and appreciating your support for 
our vibrant arts community. It would be my honor to meet you and to show you my studio at your 
convenience.  Once again, CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
-Boris 



                                  FROM THE STUDIO OF BRADLEYWESTER   
                                                                                              917.405.8109 www.bradleywester.com 

 

 
64 High Street #2 
Bristol RI 02809 

 
 
Dear Lt. Governor Dan McKee, 
 
As a Rhode Island visual artist, writer, and arts leader, I congratulate you on your imminent 
appointment as state Governor. Your small business, fiscal management, and leadership 
experience must give you particular insight into the importance and urgency of a strong and 
healthy arts and cultural environment for Rhode Island. Beyond the well-documented and 
immense financial impact of an arts and cultural economy, it is art and culture itself that gives 
immeasurable value to the life and creative potential of every Rhode Islander. 
 
Now more than ever, with an economy wrecked by an unprecedented pandemic and a country 
divided, an aggressive turn toward the arts could have immense healing power—fiscally, 
socially, and psychically. The arts tell our stories, introduce us to new and challenging ideas, 
embody innovation, problem-solving, and catharsis. The arts bring us together while they make 
us better, more complete citizens. Never has there been a better time to rethink past 
successful arts programs such as the WPA, the Federal Writers Project, the Federal Theatre 
Project, etc. 
 
Bring artists on board to help you solve Rhode Island’s problems while creating new and 
innovative opportunities. Rhode Island is known across the world for its arts programs at RISD 
and Brown. You, as Governor, will have a virtual army of artists at your disposal. Put them to 
work for a better Rhode Island. Forget the arts funding model of helping artists. Let the artists 
help you! You speak of a grassroots, community-oriented philosophy that you will bring to the 
Governor’s office. You can’t get more grassroots than in a strong arts and cultural community. 
 
You will find a succinct discussion of these ideas in this recent article in the New York Times, 
“The Arts Are in Crisis,” by Jason Farago. I urge you and your staff to read it: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/13/arts/design/arts-stimulus-biden.html 
 
About me: I’ve exhibited in galleries here, in New York, nationally and internationally. I am a 
published author. My first full-length manuscript is being shopped to editors and publishers by 
my literary agent now. And I am a founding board member of the nonprofit ‘Arts in Common’ 
here in Bristol. We have created an artist lecture series, a nationally recognized book festival, 
and the Bristol Porchfest that brought about 4000 people to Bristol’s streets and historic 
porches to listen to live music. 
 
 
Please let me know if I can be of any help. Again, congratulations.  
Sincerely, 
 
bradley wester 
visual artist & writer 
new york/rhode island - 917.405.8109 
bradleywester.com 
Instagram 
Twitter 
FB 
Medium 



Congratulations and Welcome, Governor McKeee
My name is Carley Ferrara and I am the owner of a small blacksmithing company in Providence called 
Iron Mountain Forge & Furniture. We are a fully LGBTQ+, female, and non-binary shop that specializes in 
custom metal work for local clients as well as clients across the entire US. We do anything from coat hangers to 
range hoods and dining tables. We love working with local clients and we are hoping to get into RI public 
projects for the state as well. Pre-COVID, we taught weekly blacksmithing classes to the community, including 
a class called Sip & Smash, where we invited local breweries to come and do tastings after our lessons.  We 
also did events for local elementary schools and Girl Scout galso did events for local elementary schools and Girl Scout groups. 

I was able to start offering these classes because I received the 2018 RISCA Fellowship in Folk Arts grant. I used 
this grant to travel the country and study with different blacksmiths, and then purchase 5 anvils and a new forge 
so that I had space to teach lessons for six people at a time. RISCA has been a fantastic resource for me through 
the growth of my business.  





February 16, 2021

Hello, my name is David Allyn and I’ve been living and working in Rhode 
Island for 20 years. This is a bit about myself:

David Allyn’s is a practicing artist whose work is an investigation into the 
evolution of urban space and culture at the intersection of ceramics and 
printmaking. His process begins with selecting architectural sites and 
documenting the locations with photographs as a way to create one of a 
kind porcelain objects that offer a fresh vision of our contemporary age. 
Allyn utilizes various silkscreen-printing methods to produce ceramic 
work that is layered with color and imagery as a way to document and 
commentary about the urban landscape. David Allyn received his MFA 
from RISD and attended undergraduate studies in Wisconsin, the state of 
his origin. Upon completion of his graduate studies in 2004, Allyn 
founded the community ceramics program at The Steel Yard, an arts 
education non-profit based in Providence, RI in its 17th year. Allyn has 
been awarded a McKnight Fellowship and been chosen as a Rhode Island 
State Council of The Arts Fellow. He has work in several museum 
collections, including Newport Art Museum, Museum of Art, and Rhode 
Island School of Design. Allyn currently maintains a full time studio 
practice at Nicholson File Studios in Providence Rhode Island.

Being a RISCA Fellow has given me more opportunities than I can count.  
RISCA has also allowed me the support in the very real and difficult 
times of Covid 19, through artist relief grants.  Without this support I 
might have been able to stay in Rhode Island.

Rhode Island Foundation 
Magazine, Fall 2020.  Photo by 
Connie Grosch

Congratulations and welcome to 
the governorship Dan McKee!



February 14, 2021 

 

Office of the Lt. Governor 
82 Smith Street, Room 116 
Providence, RI 02903 
 

Dear Lt. Governor,  

Congratulations on your new role in Rhode Island.  We look forward to your transition! 

Gather Glass Blowing Studio is located on Atwells Avenue near Federal Hill and part of an up and coming 
arts district around Valley Street.  WaterFire, The Steel Yard, Ajay Land and the new Farm Fresh are our 
neighbors.   

Our studio is focused on community.  We offer glass blowing classes to the public and create custom 
glasses that we sell where a percentage of the proceeds from each sale goes back to organizations such 
as the Rhode Island Community Food Bank, Crossroads, RI Special Olympics, WaterFire and the 
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council.   

Each year we have enjoyed our growing relationship with the City of Providence and the State.  Mayor 
Elorza and his staff have all made glass with us and recently Governor Raimondo came into our studio 
during Covid to show her support.  We also make awards each year for Rhode Island Council of 
Humanities and the and the Rhode Island Community Food Bank.   

We have had the fortune of getting support from RISCA over the years which has made being a small 
arts business much easier.  We look to RISCA for guidance in the art community.  They are extremely 
helpful with grant opportunities and have been a valuable resource which has helped our business grow. 

Thanks in advance for your support of RISCA, the arts community in Rhode Island, and small business in 
general. 
 
We look forward to connecting with you in person someday soon and hopefully making glass with you 
too! 

 

All the best, 
 
Ben 
 
Benjamin Giguere 
Gather Glass 
521 Atwells Ave 
Providence, RI 02909 
www.gatherglass.com 
401-864-9262 



February 15, 2021 

Dear Governor Dan Mckee, 
¡Bienvenidos! Welcome!  

Congratulations on becoming our new governor!  I want to give you a warm welcome on behalf of my 
family and I. We are looking forward to watching you lead our state and serve our communities.  With 
your experience and dedication to serve all Rhode Islanders, I know you will do your very best to lead 
the state in the right direction. I truly have faith that if we all work together and help one another 
Rhode Islanders will achieve the unthinkable. 

Allow me to briefly introduce myself to you my name is Jennifer Sanchez, born and raised in Rhode 
Island. I am a performer, teaching artists, and writer.  

With the support of RISCA, I was able to produce and PAY for latinx actors to create a virtual latinx play 
called Abue. Please continue to support RISCA!  Mollie Flanagan who I'm very grateful for meeting and 
many in the RISCA team, continue to listen to Rhode Island artists' needs and go up and beyond to 
serve. 

During your time of service to Rhode Island, I encourage you to support; performers, writers, artists, 
especially from our younger generation to create more space and opportunities especially for 
underrepresented communities.  

So please, as you and your team embark on this new journey please continue to support local RI 
artists especially those representing communities that have been humiliated for their accent, bullied 
for the color of their skin, or undervalued because of their financial status. Please support the arts! 

I wrote a poem in hopes to give you faith, encouragement and courage on this new journey.  

 

Do not back down, 

Look forward. 

Hold hands together and  

lift each other up. 

Pass down words of kindness and generosity to others. 

Give! 

 



Not money but give good wisdom and council. For money only helps in that moment but good wisdom 
and council weighs more than any currency and lives on forever for future generations.  

 

Before the sun rises prepare your mind, body and soul, like it is your shield. And when you step out to the 
world be ready to deliver. 

Be ready to conquer. And be ready to fail, And that's okay. 

For we are human. You are human. I am human. We are all human.  

Before the sun sets always wash off the sweat from that very insane day, wash off the criticism. Remind 
yourself you did your very best, for another day will be another day; 

to not back down, 

to look forward, 

to hold hands together,  

and to get another day  

to lift each other up. 

 

On behalf of my family and I, welcome Governor Dan McKee! We are all here to support you and Rhode 
Island! 

With much love and respect, 

 

Jennifer Sanchez 
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February 15, 2021 

Governor Dan McKee 
C/O Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
One Capitol Hill, 3rd Floor,  
Providence, RI 02908 
February 15, 2021 

Dear Governor Dan McKee, 

I am writing to congratulate and welcome you to the RI governorship, and also to shine a spotlight on our 
state Arts Council for the many ongoing programs, but moreover for exemplary community service this 
past year. From the onset of closures and cancellations, RISCA provided a tender and knowledgeable 
center, really a hamlet, for supporting the artists of RI. 

I am a self-employed, fulltime artist who began as a sculptor and expanded my practice to include 
painting and teaching, often making work nationally at the juncture of art and science. My work can be 
seen in museums, galleries, as well as private and corporate collections. 

I’ve had the pleasure to work with and recommend RISCA on many levels and programs. As an arts 
administrator via their organizational grants, as an artist via the A4A programs they co-administer with 
Mass MoCA, and RI workshops offered to our residents. The learning content is high level and taught by 
great leaders. The organization and communications that RISCA coordinates are professional and better 
yet, extremely personable. I’ve attended at least 10 of these workshops since 2015 and have greatly 
enhanced my business skills in marketing, grants, and finances. The workshops have given me a solid 
direction to develop my studio and work, but I’ve also applied what I’ve learned to mentor many artists in 
our community, and pass on the information to other creative leaders in the non-profit sector. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kelly Milukas 
503 S Lake Road 
Tiverton, RI 02878   
kellymilukas.com 



February 15, 2021 
Governor Daniel McKee 
Office of the Governor 
82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

Dear Governor McKee, 

 Congratulations on your transition to the Governorship of the State of Rhode 
Island. If there were ever a time calling for a multi-faceted leader’s expertise, skills, and 
gifts…this is that time and you are that leader. 
 My name is Kevin T. Doyle. Born and raised in Providence, I am the son of a County 
Roscommon, Ireland, mother: Margaret Taylor Doyle. She instructed me in her own Irish 
step dance tradition, steps that would take me from 1950s Fox Point to a 2014 National 
Endowment for the Arts National Heritage Fellowship, the highest honor awarded to a 
traditional artist in the United States. 
 However, it was RISCA and its leadership/staff that helped to advance my 
performing arts and small business journey beyond the borders of my Rhode Island home. 
 Specifically, RISCA programs have supported a vibrant lifelong traditional dance 
career, especially my trajectory as an adult artist.  At a time in life when many practitioners 
have hung up their shoes, I remain an active performer and ambassador for Rhode Island, 
through the arts, from the American West to the West of Ireland. 
 The following RISCA programs have had deep and lasting impact on me: 
• Artists:  Fellowships, Project Grants for Individuals, Artist Relief Fund 
• Nonprofit Organizations: Arts Access (RISCA/NEA American Masterpieces Award 2009) 
• Folk and Traditional Artists: Folk Arts Fellowships and Folk Arts Apprenticeships 

(National Endowment for the Arts National Heritage Fellowship 2014; RISCA Folk Arts 
Fellowship 2012; RISCA Folk Arts Master-Apprenticeship 2009, 2011; Southern New 
England Folk & Traditional Arts Master 2010) 

• Education and Teaching Artists:  Project Grants for Education and Teaching Artist 
Roster  

Further, RISCA support of my ensemble Roscommon Soles, engages international award-
winning RI-Irish musicians. So, may the road rise to meet you, Governor McKee, in the years 
and your service ahead. And may RISCA travel with you! 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin T. Doyle (hornpiper@cox.net) 

33 Lillis Avenue, Barrington, RI 02806      401-573-0334      www.kevindoyledance.com

K E V I N  D OY L E  ~  DA N C E



2-14-2021

To Lt. Governor Dan McKee, 

On behalf of small businesses and artists of Rhode Island, I’d like to welcome 
and congratulate you on becoming the Governor of Rhode Island. 

I am excited to continue my relationship with RISCA, and also with you and 
your new governorship. I hope the relationship between your office and the 
arts can continue on the great path that was started while you served as 
Lt. Governor.  

As an Artist, I run a small business that relies on the programs and grants 
that come through RISCA. The programs that are available through RISCA 
are invaluable. I’ve attended so many and they’ve really made all the 
difference. I continue to direct artists in their direction, knowing how much 
they helped me as a business owner. 
The year before Covid, I received an open studio grant that I used to help 9 
other local artists. It was a village wide event. There is no way I could have 
done the event without the financial help through RISCA. Because of them I 
was able to get the word out and not be held up by the expense of 
marketing. People in my Village of Chepachet still talk about the event and 
are eagerly awaiting the next.  

We look forward to a great relationship with you and RISCA. 

Thank you, from the Northwest corner of our little state. 

Kim Loxley Belleavoine 
Of  Kim’s Painted Glass Designs & Workshops



Dear Govenor McKee, 
 
Congratulations on your new position as Governor of Rhode Island. As a member of the RI 
community of artists, I welcome you, your ideas and your leadership to the position. 
 
I am a lens-based artist making photographs, sculpture and animations living, working and 
raising my family in Southern Rhode Island. I am an adjunct professor at The University of 
Rhode Island and the Community College of Rhode Island. I have served as past president and 
currently as secretary and board member of Hera Educational Foundation and Gallery. Hera is 
one of the oldest women’s art spaces in the United States located in Wakefield, RI.  
 
The Rhode Island State Council for The Arts has been an important part of my life as an artist in 
Rhode Island for my personal art making practice and for Hera Educational Foundation and 
Gallery. As an artist making fine art I have been honored with 2 Fellowships in Photography 
from the Council for two different bodies of work, one in 2016 and one in 2020. The financial 
support I received from RISCA came at moments of needing to invest in new skills and 
equipment to keep my art making moving forward and helped me move my work in new and 
exciting directions. The Fellowships also brought recognition to my work in the state that I may 
not have received otherwise and has opened new opportunities for my work.  I am extremely 
grateful for RISCA’s support and believe that the organization has important role in supporting 
more artists and the vast creativity in our state. 
 
Hera Educational Foundation receives IAC (investment in arts and culture) support from RISCA 
annually. This support is vital to our mission: bringing innovative, challenging and new 
contemporary art to our South Kingstown Community. With RISCA support we are able to 
support emerging, student and our member artists, offer innovative creative programming to 
our community and our continue our presence as a catalyst for tourism in our town. We bring 
contemporary art that addresses social, environmental, gender and other issues to our 
community in order to create dialogue about these issues through art and art making. 
 
The vibrance and breadth of the art community in Rhode Island is astonishing and is a very 
important part of our state’s vibrancy and quality of life. In our tiny state there are so many 
incredible artists who call Rhode Island home; RISCA’s support of artists and arts organizations 
is truly wonderful and I am very grateful for it. 
 
I look forward to your support of the arts and RISCA as our new Governor. 
Congratulations again. 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mara Trachtenberg 



	
To	Governor	Dan	McKee:	 	 	 	 	 February	15,	2021	
	
Welcome	to	the	office	of	Governor	of	the	State	of	Rhode	Island!		Our	state	is	a	gem,	
full	of	talent	and	potential,	and	we	are	looking	forward	to	the	strong	leadership	you	
and	your	administration	will	bring	to	office!		
	
One	of	the	areas	in	which	Rhode	Island	holds	par	on	a	national	and	international	
level	is	that	in	the	arts.		The	Rhode	Island	State	Council	on	the	Arts	is	exemplary	
with	its	vision	and	outreach.		This	could	not	have	been	more	demonstrative	than	
with	the	pandemic	and	how	hard	the	arts	communities	across	the	country	have	
been	hit.		RISCA	was	immediately	reaching	out	to	the	creative	community	by	
providing	information	on	steps	forward	with	finances,	health,	housing,	education	
and	opportunities.	The	RISCA	team	was	a	lifeline	that	many	of	us	artists	depended	
on	during	this	time	and	their	professionalism	and	support	made	all	the	difference.			
	
I	would	like	to	thank	RISCA’s	Mollie	Flanagan	for	the	dedication	and	unwavering	
support	she	brought	to	our	creative	community	during	this	time.		At	the	onset	of	the	
pandemic,	Mollie	held	weekly	meetings	to	listen	to	us	and	address	our	concerns.		
She	made	sure	we	had	a	place	to	come	to	and	connect	with	RISCA	and	each	other.		
She	especially	made	sure	we	knew	about	available	funding,	and	I	have	been	the	
grateful	recipient	of	grants	from	the	RI	Artist	Relief	Fund.		The	concept	of	my	value	
as	an	artist	living	and	working	in	RI	has	increased	exponentially,	and	this	has	been	
my	pandemic	silver	lining.	
	
My	name	is	Mary	Jameson,	and	I’m	the	artist-owner	of	Saltwater	Studio	Newport,	an	
art	and	design	studio.		My	work	is	inspired	by	the	natural	environment,	particularly	
the	New	England	coast	and	the	gorgeous	seaweed	native	to	our	waters.			
	
From	my	artist	statement:		
“In my current body of work, I am exploring marine algae as a contemporary art form.  I 
collect specimens and organic matter from the intertidal zones along the coast.  Back at 
the studio I study the shape, texture and color of individual species and start a process of 
symbiotic layering to create new forms. As I create new forms, the known and unknown 
intersect in a dynamic way to challenge thought patterns.  For most people, seaweed is a 
nuisance – something to avoid.  My work presents a new awareness for consideration and 
offers new insights into the mysteries and beauty of the marine world.”  
 

	
	
	

Saltwater Studio Newport | 15 Vernon Ave., Suite 4 | Newport, RI 02842 
Saltwaterstudionewport.com | mary@saltwaterstudionewport.com  



Dear Governor McKee,

Welcome and congratulations! I can only imagine the countless hours of hard work and
sacrifice that you have dedicated to Rhode Island to get you to where you are today.
Public service requires a lifetime of dedication, and I thank you for your willingness to
serve Rhode Island in this way.

My name is R. Sawan White and I am a local artist, having moved to Lincoln almost six
years ago from out of state. I have spent the past twenty three years as artist; teaching
with museums and galleries, exhibiting throughout the world, and writing about my
experiences. I was excited about moving to RI, knowing the high value the state has
always placed on the arts. Over the past few years I have grown to the love the
diversity of the offerings in the arts in RI, from the many theaters and galleries to the
festivals and fairs. In the past year however, I like so many was struggling during the
pandemic. Exhibitions were canceled and opportunities laid aside. I knew I couldn’t
solely rely on galleries to sell work and needed to attempt to take a more involved role
in the business aspect of my work. That is when I happened across a business class
being offered by RISCA. The course provided not only a thorough foundation for the
many facets of being a small business owner; but also an outlet during a lonely and
isolating time. It offered friendships with other artists, opportunities for grants I was
previously unaware of, and further resources for the development of my art as a
business. The caliber of information and care RISCA provides blew me away and was a
much needed inspiration. I have lived around the world and in several states and never
felt as supported in my vocation as I do here in RI by RISCA. I am looking forward to
more ways in which I can be involved with them in the future.

My family and I have great pride in our community here in Lincoln. We see our
neighbors helping one another, our church serving with grace and compassion and we
are thankful to be part of it. Serving others is the way we live our life. I believe that all of
us must give back to our community in real and tangible ways, whether it is volunteering
at the local food pantry, picking up groceries for an elderly neighbor, or simply
interacting daily in a way that is uplifting and caring towards those around us. Serving in
public office is no different – it is still serving, just on a different scale. I am grateful that
there are people like you who choose a life of public service toward the betterment of
our community. May your time as Governor be marked by it’s advancement of the social
well-being of all, justice for the oppressed, and a voice for the voiceless. Thank you for
your willingness to take up this call.

My Best,
R. Sawan White

R. Sawan White
98 Arnold Street

Lincoln, RI 02865
www.rsawanwhite.com




